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WELCOMNE TO ROPEX

Welcome to ROPEX 99!! On behalf of the Ropex committee and the
RPA, the sponsoring organization, I want to extend an invitation to
one and all to participate in the many activities we have in store for
you. We have prepared great cachets and cancellations to help in
remembering some of the space achievments of the Apollo Space
Program. We hope you will find the many exhibits interesting and
informative. Of course the dealer bourse is may be not "out of this
world" but it certainly is top notch. On Friday AM, the UN will First
Day a new satamp issue. This should be exciting. On Sat AM we will
have an auction at which you may find just what you have always
been looking for. The Ropex Banquet should be as good as it always
is because it is great to be able to sit down to eat with friends old and
new and then to applaud the efforts of the many exhibitors. The
meetings and events that go on during the day Friday, Saturday and
Sunday are another chance to hear about things and meet people who
can stir up old interests or help to begin new ones. So, come on in and
enjoy the fun of another great ROPEX show.

Paul Gerwitz, chmn.

Schedule of Events

Friday, March 19

8-10 AM Hospitality Room Open (Diplomat Hotel - First Floor)

9:30 AM UNPA First Day Ceremony (Diplomat Banquet Center) limited ad
mission to the first 150 attendees

10:00 AM Welcome and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

11:00 AM  Art Cover Exchange “Fun With Covers”

1:30 PM  Exhibitors Luncheon (Diplomat Banquet Center - Dutch Treat)

6:00 PM  Show closes

6-11 PM  Hospitality Room Open (Diplomat Hotel - First Floor)

Saturday, March 20

8-10 AM  Hospitality Room Open (Diplomat Hotel - First Floor)

9-10 AM Live Auction- lower level, Banquet Center (viewing at 8:15)

10:00 AM Show opens, youth activities throughout the day

11:00 AM Fakes, Forgeries, and Counterfeits Study Group Meeting

11:00AM Empire State Postal History/Mobile Post Office Society Meeting

12Noon  Chapter 53 Central New York First Day Cover Society Luncheon
(Dutch Treat)

1:00 PM  APS Town Meeting (hosted by APS officers)

1:00 PM  Federation of Central New York Philatelic Societies Meeting

1:330 PM  Chapter 53 Business Meeting (off site)

2:00 PM  American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors' Seminar
presented by Ann Triggle

3:00 PM  Judges Critique

5:00 PM.  Show closes

6:30PM  ROPEX'99 Awards Banquet (Diplomat Banquet Center)

8-11 PM. Hospitality Room Open (Diplomat Hotel - First Floor)

Sunday, March 21

8-10 AM Hospitality Room Open (Diplomat Hotel - First Floor)

10:00 AM Show opens

10:00ish The Marmalades "Show & Tell"

1:00 PM NY Philatelic Bandits Hootenanny & Pizza Party/Stamp Swap

1:00 PM  "Sex, Drugs and Rock ‘n' Roll on Stamps" presented by
Denise McCarty of Linn's Stamp News.

4:00 PM Show closes

Future ROPEX dates
March 17-19, 2000
March 16-18, 2001
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ADULT:

2-11

12-13

14-19

20

21-22

23-32

33-39

41-50

51-52

53-60

61-66

67-70

71-79

EXHIBITS

Art Cover Exchange Covers (Non-Competitive)
George M. Hill III and Joseph K. Doles

Woody Guthrie: His Life and His Songs
Stephen L. Suffet

U.S. Documentary "Battleship” Revenues of 1898 - With
Printed Railroad & Express Company Cancels
Walter J. Orton III

Corridor Service - 1838 to 1977
Fred MacDonald

Weird Stuff: Unusual Modern First Day Covers
Lloyd A. de Vries

Upper Bongoland - The First 15 Bongos Issue
(Non-Competitive)

His Excellency Kwame Obeye-Amin
Byrd Antarctic Expedition II (B.A.E. II) - The Stamp
Issues & The Expedition

Paul R. J. Skowron
Way Out West (Display Class)

Marge Schleining
Winning One-Frame Exhibit

RPA Member

Turmoil in the Balkans
Alfred F. Kugel

Mesopotamia

Kenneth Magee
Ireland, 1840-1901

Kenneth Magee
Figure Skating

Alice J. Johnson

Saratoga Springs Stampless Covers - 1820-1855
John A. Lange, Jr.

Folded Counter Books of Great Britain Machin
Definitives 1976-1989
Duncan H. Barber
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80

81-82

83-88

89-94

95-97

98-100

101-110

111-120

121-130

131-136

137-140

141-148

149-157

158-160

161-170

171-177

EXHIBITS

In the Wake of War - Overprints of Europe
1919-1929

Arlene Sullivan
Jamestown, Virginia - Cradle of the Nation
(Display Class)

Alice J. Johnson

First Issue Stamped Envelopes (U.S.) 1853-1860
Dr. Louis T. Call, Jr.

New York State Waterway Postal Markings
Dr. Louis T. Call Jr.

One Man's Mail
Albert Guenzburger

The Arthurian Legend
K. Barber

U.S. Presidential Series Postal History, Rates and
Usages 1938-1960
Stephen L. Suffet

United Nations First Issue, 1951
Larry Davidson

The Six-Cent Lincoln Large Banknotes of 1870-90
Eliot Landau

Federal Republic of Germany's First Definitives
Albert Guenzburger

Palettes, Palettes
Viola M. Gianetti

First UN Issue 1951
Anthony F. Dewey

The Massachusetts Island Counties
Douglas M. and Nancy B. Clark

Norfolk Island Overprints
Raymond M. Stone

U.S. Ungrilled Banknotes, 1870-1888
Robert P. Meegan

U.S. Domestic Letter Rates, 1825-1900
Robert P. Meegan
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178-179

180

181-187

188-190

191-195

196-200

201-204

205-209

210-213

214-220

221

222-226

YOUTH:

227

228

229-230

EXHIBITS

Pirates
David W. Bauer

Chinese Military Post Service During WW II
David Lu

Horses' Benefit to Mankind
Robert Fruehauf

"O Death, Where Is Your Sting"
Anne O'Nemas

Philippines: Errors and Varieties of the
Surcharge Era., 1881-1888
Richard Miggins
Rochester's Transportation Coils
Raymond M. Stone

Corning NY Postal History
Alan Parsons

Portuguese Travelling Post Offices
Stephen S. Washburne

AMG Postal Stationery - Trieste
Paul Baker

The Civil War Sun Picture Tax
Bruce Baryla

Austro-Hungarian Bug Flotilla Mail 1916-18
Frank M. Wiatr

Airmail To, From, and Through New York State/
New York City
Martin Margulis

The Games of Winter
Alyson Colton - age 11

Prehistoric Animals of Our Past
Justin Colton - age 8

A Watery School
Katherine Foor - age 13

EXHIBITS

231 The Race Through Space

Benji Heyler - age 11
232 Nature Is Alive!

Janna Heyler - age 8
233-234 Trains: A Philatelic Gallery

Nathan J. Matteson - age 14
235-237 Love Through My Eyes

Kristen Ollies - age 11
238 Exploring Our Solar System

Michael Ollies - age 8
239-240 Prominent Battles of the Civil War

John M. Rudy - age 13

NOW A WORD ABOUT THE JUDGES

Chairman - Bill Bauer,
A member of RPA he lives in Unadilla, NY. His primary philatelic interest is postal
history, especially of Colorado.

Roger Schnell, MD
His home is Fort Lauderdale. His philatelic interests are very broad from traditional to
postal stationery and he judges at all levels.

Stan Luft
Coming from Golden, Colorado. Stan's chief philatelic interests lie in Europe, particu-
larly in France and he has written widely in this field.

Paul Phillips, Ph.D

Although Paul is now a resident of Tenessee, he is originally from the north of Eng-
land. Last year he exhibited his postal history of Carlisle at ROPEX and is also well
versed as a judge.

John Powell, Ph.D

His home is Edmonton (in Alberta, Canada). He is an international judge and also cross
accredited to judge in USA and Australian national shows.

Tom Fortunato, Apprentice

Tom's ability in the field of Thematics is well known and with his interest in world
wide stamps and the continuing broadening of his philatelic background Tom will be an
asset to this and any jury. Tom is currently President of RPA - one of Rochester's own.
Jeff Shapiro, Apprentice

Jeff's home is in Mass. He has exhibited previously at our Show. Jeff's specialty is US
stamps and their tradional treatment and this will be his second apprenticeship .
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AWARDS

National Level: Gold, Vermeil, Silver, Silver-Bronze and Bronze medals
Single Frame Class: Gold, Vermeil, Silver, Silver-Bronze and Bronze medals
Display Class: First, Second & Third Class ribbons

Special Awards

* Grand Award
* Reserve Grand

Rochester Philatelic Association Awards

* Larry R. Moriarty Sr. Memorial Award (Youth Grand: gift of Friends of Larry)

* Andy Hale Award for Philatelic Excellence (perpetual plaque for an RPA member)
* Virginia Gubler Award - Best Thematic Exhibit by an RPA Member

* ROPEX Youth Award

* LRM Popularity Award - Most Popular As Voted by ROPEX Attendees (plaque)

American Philatelic Society Awards

* Medal and Ribbon of Excellence - Pre-1900 Material
* Medal and Ribbon of Excellence - 1900-1940 Material
* Medal and Ribbon of Excellence - 1940-1980 Material
* Medal and Ribbon of Excellence - Post-1980 Material
* Medal and Ribbon for Research Excellence

American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors Awards
* Award of Honor - Excellence in Presentation (gold pin)
* Award of Honor - Excellence in Presentation (gold pin)

* Youth Grand Award (Winner Represents ROPEX in the AAPE Youth Champ. of Champ.)

* Creativity in Philatelic Exhibiting Medal
American Revenue Association Award

* Certificate of Appreciation and Ribbon
American Topical Association Awards

* First Place Medal and Ribbon

* Second Place Medal and Ribbon

* Third Place Medal and Ribbon

* Youth Medal and Ribbon

* One Frame Merit Awards (ribbons)

Bureau Issues Association Award
* BIA Statue of Freedom Award A Best U.S. Exhibit (medal)

Empire State Postal History Society Awards

* Best Exhibit Award (Waterford crystal bowl)

* Reserve Best (Waterford crystal clock)

International Society of Worldwide Stamp Collectors Award
* Youth Merit Certificate

Junior Philatelists of America Awards

* Blue Ribbon

* H.E. Harris Ribbon

Postal History Society Award

* Best Exhibit of Postal History (medal)

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Award

* Best U.S. Exhibit Up to the First Bureau Issue of 1894 (gold medal)

Judges may elect not to
give certain awards if no
entries qualify. Other
awards not listed may be

8

#21

#29

#1

#27

#23/24

#26

#24

ROPEX DEALERS

David Allego

648 Merchant St
Ambridge, PA 15003
WORLD COVERS

John Azarkevich -Nunes Nook
1400 AAltamont Ave. Ste.111
Schenectady, NY 12303
POSTAL HISTORY

Ed Bailey, Philatelist
PO Box 2338
Syracuse, NY 13220
(315) 452-0593

U.S. STAMPS - FDC

Britannia Enterprises

PO Box 571

Rochester, NH 03866-0571
(603) 335-5608
BRIT.COMM., POST. HIST.

Wesley A. Crozier
PO Box 241
Fairhaven, NJ 07704
(732) 741-3403
POSTAL HISTORY

Tom Baron Stamp Co.
PO Box 1339

Long Beach NY 11561
(516) 763-9205
COVERS AIR MAIL

Dan’s Stamps

646 Garnett Rd

Akron OH 44313-5777
(330) 864-7794
BRITISH COLONIES

#17/18

#29

#5

#31

#33/34

#28

#35

Discovery Stamps
PO Box 2502
Syracuse NY 13220
(315) 652-5517

Donofrio Philatelics

110 Chestnut DR
Rochester NY 14624
(716) 247-8975

US 7 FOREIGN STAMPS

Finger Lakes International
PO Box 5

Shortsville NY 14548
(716) 289-6395
WORLDWIDE STAMPS

Al Greco Stamps
1190 Nolan Rd
Macedon NY 14502
(315) 986-7948

Judaica Sales Reg’d

PO Box 55 - St. Martin
Laval, Que. H7V 3P4 Canad:
(450) 687-0632
WORLD WIDE TOPICALS

Kendall Stamp Co.
DeWitt Mall

Ithaca NY 14850
(607) 277-3301
STAMPS COVERS

Lakewood Stamp Co.
1656 W. 40th St.

Erie PA 16509

(814) 866-0352

US BRITISH COLONIES
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#1

#36

#19

#15

#37

#38/39

ROPEX DEALERS

Steve Malack Stamps #37 Raymond Stummer
PO Box 5628 7237 Rosewood Cir. W.
Endicott NY 13763 No. Syracuse NY 13212-3307
(607) 862-9441 (315) 458-5910
US STAMPS

#8 K. L. Roloff
Mickelson Philatelics PO Box 66
105 Oakridge Dr Sewickley PA 15143
Syracuse NY 13209-1719 (724) 846-9331
(315) 488-7066 US FORIEGN POSTCARDS
IRELAND GR. BRITIAN :

#30 John Rudnicki
McLeod Stamp Co. 29 Marmaduke St
2423 Monroe Ave Toronto, Ont. M6R 1T1 Can.
Rochester NY 14618 (416) 532-2781
(716) 244-0240 TOPICALS
US,WORLDWIDE, SUPLIES

#32 Herbert W. Sass
Pack-Rart Covers 97 Fir Tree Pt. Rd.
PO Box 369 Rock Stream NY 14878
Gobles MI 49055 (607) 243-8691
(616)521-6023 TOPICALS
COVERS

#2 Mark Szuba

PO Box 35332
Pro Covers & Stamps Syracuse NY 13220
7629 Homestead Dr (315) 699-3948
Baldwinsville NY 13027 US STAMPS
(315) 638-0532
POST HIST COVERS CANS  #16 Tom’s Stamps
Thomas S. Sivak

Les Rosen 556A Hansen Ave.
7724 Matchwood Lane Lyndora PA 16045
Liverpool NY 13090 (724) 287-1931
(315) 652-9635 U.S., FOREIGN STAMPS
FIRST DAY COVERS

#3 Philatelic International
R. S. Stamp Co Martin Toly
112 Beverly Hgts PO Box 2101
Rochester NY 14616 Syracuse, NY 13220
(716) 621-5019 (315) 452- 5957
US, WORLWIDE, SUPPLIES U.S. STAMPS
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#12

#11

ROPEX DEALERS

Timbres - U.S. CLASSICS
Themes Enrg. #9 S.J. Willis Ltd.
1221 Fleury Est. 18 Robin Lane
C.P. 35046 Waterford NY 12188-12512
Montreal, Quebec h 2c3k4 (518) 237-1516
Canada (514) 383-6248 WORLD STAMPS, SUPPLIES
TOPICALS
#14 Laurence Winum
Don Tocher / John Amberman PO Box 247
PO Box 679 Walden NY 12586
Sunopee NH 03782 800-914-8090 (914) 778-7350
(603) 763-5138 US STAMPS
TV VU VUV U ASAVAYA J‘U’é
S ~ Members of ROPEX’99 Committee g
Paul Gerwitz- Chairman é
Joseph K. Doles Ada M. Prill
Tom Fortunato Dave Roehrig
Herman Gross Dale J. Rider
Rick Kase Jim Sanders
Ed Kawasaki Chuck Schultz
Dusty Miller Robert Steeb
Phil Minarik Raymond Stone
Jim Piecuch Ann Triggle
Current RPA Officers

%
L J

President- Tom Fortunato
Vice President- Ed Kawasaki
Treasurer- Dave Roehrig
Corresponding Secretary & Librarian- Joe Doles
Recording Secretary- Jim Piecuch
Immediate RPA Past President- Paul Gerwitz

Board of Governors
Rick Kase (term expires June 30, 1999)
Chuck Schultz (term expires June 30, 2000)
Ray Stone (term expires June 30, 2001)

Membership Chairperson- Florence Wright

NN NNNnNNNNANNNNNNANNNNNNNNNT
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Where were you when...
By Tom Fortunato

Those of us of a certain age have fond memories of some of America’s greatest scientific
triumphs, the Apollo moon missions. Spawned from the fear of nuclear obliteration and
the Cold War, the “Space Race” eventually evolved into a more peaceful yet intensely
competitive pursuit. President Kennedy set forth the challenge which galvanized
America for more than a decade- “We choose to go to the moon.”

The groundwork for the Apollo missions was laid from NASA’s prior Mercury and
Gemini programs. Each took us one step closer to the moon. Mercury brought man into
earth orbit and Gemini proved that working in space for extended periods of time was

possible.

Apollo 8 began on December 21, 1968. It lasted seven days and by mission’s end proved
the technology worked to put men into lunar orbit and safely return. Commanding was
Frank Borman, joined by fellow crewman James Lovell Jr. and William Anders.
Christmas Eve was the perfect setting for the reading of a Biblical passage by the
commander from Genesis, “In the beginning, God...” That quotation and a photograph
of Earthrise from lunar orbit (incidentally captured on Eastman Kodak film as were all
Apollo mission pictures) are found on a 6 cent US stamp released May 5, 1969.

The best known of all Apollo missions has to be
Apollo 11. Cape Kennedy’s launch pad 39A was
ablaze at 8:32 the morning of July 16, 1969, carrying
Mission Commander Neil Armstrong, Lunar Module
Pilot Edwin E. Aldrin Jr. and Command Module Pilot
Michael Collins. The LEM was on the lunar surface
four days later. Six hours later at 9:56 PM Eastern,
Neil Armstrong took a stroll down the ladder and
stepped foot onto the moon. The event captured the
hearts and minds of the world unlike any other mo-
ment. For we philatelists, that moment is frozen for eternity on the US 10 cent “First
Man on the Moon” airmail issue of September 9, 1969. A multitude of countries also
commemorated the mission by releasing their own stamp offerings.

While arguably the most successful of all Apollo flights in terms of scientific achieve-
ments and duration, by the time Apollo 17 took off on December 7, 1972, America had
grown tired of the routine of it all. Several more missions had been planned but scrapped
by a Congress questioning cost overruns and the country’s return on investment. The
crew consisted of Commander Eugene A. Cernan, Harrison H. Schmitt and Ronald B.
Evans. The mission explored a geographically diverse region of the moon searching for
answers to the moon’s origins. Three hundred and one hours later, their command
module splashed down in the Pacific, ending not only that flight but the entire Apollo
program. .

So why do the Apollo missions still appeal to us, three decades later? Not unlike World
War II, we Americans ultimately united through the tumult of the late 60’s and early 70°s
to accomplish the seemingly impossible. Perhaps we need another goal to bring back
those now nostalgic feelings. Can you say Mars?
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ROPEX WELCOMES U.N.P.A.

ROPEX’99 is very pleased to welcome the United Nations Philatelic Administra-
tion back to Rochester after an absence of a few years. Representing the UNPA
will be Jill Kearns, Chief of the UNPA, and Roger Lyons, UNPA Stamp Show
Co;:rdinator. They’ll be bring a “first day” to the “Flower City” with them as
well!

ROPEX’99 opens the same day as the big international show, AUSTRALIA 99,
being held in Melbourne. Both cities will play host to ceremonies honoring the
UN’s latest stamp issue, “UNESCO World Heritage- Australia.” This is an
ongoing series of commemorative stamps publicizing cultural gems around the
world. All sites are officially recognized by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization through their World Heritage List. Two of
the past four issues have focused on individual sites, including the Terracotta
Warriors of the Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum in China (November, 1997) and the
Palace and gardens of Schénbrunn in Vienna (December, 1998).

The stamps were all designed by Passmore Design, Australia and printed in
sheets of 20, perforated 14.

LIS denominations

33 cents- Willandra Lakes Region- quantity 480,000
60 cents- Wet Tropics of Queensland- quantity 440,000
Swiss denominations

F.s. 0,90- Kakadu National Park- quantity 420,000
F.s. 1,10- Great Barrier Reef- quantity 420,000

Austrian denominations

S 4.50- Uluru-Kata Tjunta National Park- quantity 540,000
S 6.50- Tasmanian Wilderness- quantity 540,000

In addition to the sheet stamps, they are also being offered in three prestige
booklets, bearing different denominations. Each contains 6 blocks of 4 in two
values, depicting scenes as their higher valued versions. The US version has §
cent and 15 cent stamps, Swiss version F.s. 0,10 and F.s. 0,20 stamps, and
Austrian version S1 and S 2. Each booklet has 12 pages of information and
colorful pictures of each of the six sites.
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ASTOUNDING!

Rochester’s Topical Headquarters

Stop in and visit us in Rochester, NY!

Andy Hale Buys & Sells
The World!

We carry a complete line
of philatelic supplies.

Retail Store
1800

I Not Good Toward Mail Orders Expires 3/31/99
McLeod Stamp & Coin, Rochester, NY

Y HALE QP&A@
McALEgI? STAMP & COIN Lzﬁ-_%

2427 MONROE AVE. ROCHESTER, NY
CORNER OF EDGEWOOD & MONROE

NO MAIL ORDER SERVICES OFFERED
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ROPEX"'3S

Rochester Philatelic Association, Inc.
P.O.Box 10206 Brighton Station
Rochester, NY 14610-0206

ORDER FORM
ROPEX’99 CACHET COVERS
ROPEX '99 ROPEX 99 ROPEX '99
et s
Apollo 17
semmsans|  |nusmimeens —
cachet 1 cachet 2 cachet 2
Serviced cachets $2 each or a set of 3 =
for $5 (add a self-addressed stamped
envelope is required or send 50 cents ﬂ
per cover ’
of #l @828 ey
of #2@$2$
of #3@9%2$ UN Ceremony Program

United Nations UNESCO World Heritage - Australia
First Day Ceremony Program, Serviced
@ &7.50 postpaid $
orders for outside the U.S. please add $2.50 for each
program
Make checks payable to: ROPEX’99,
and include your name and address.
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Membership Application
in the

Rochester Philatelic Asgsociation, Inc.

Name: Adult Q Jr. Q
Street:

City:

‘State: Zip: +
Philatelic interests:

APS# ATS# Other

Phone number ( )

Referred by:

Annual dues
Adult $15 Juniors $5
Applicant, please enclose your dues and mail to:
RPA Membership Chairman
P.O. Box 10206

Rochester, NY 14510
The Rochester Philatelic Association, Inc. is a not for profit organization formed
in 1913.

Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Thursdays during the months of September
through June. No meetings are held during July and August. Normal times are
7pm to 9:30pm. Programs start at 7:45 sharp. We meet at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church, corner of East Aavenue and Vick Park B. Entrance on Vick Park B.
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