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PHILATELIC
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ROPEX -76

HONORING
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 1776-1976
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1826-1976
FIREMEN
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FLAG CANCEL SOCIETY

CLUB OF CHANNEL ISLANDS COLLECTORS

PLATE NUMBER SOCIETY

NOVEMBER 12-14, 1976

AMERICANA ROCHESTER HOTEL

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK



CALENDAR OF

EVENTS

Friday - November

12, 1976

10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

10:00 Pelle

Opening of Exhibition and Bourse
Regimental Hall

Reception ~ Cash Bar
Italian/Belgian Rooms

Exhibition and Bourse Closes

Saturdey - November 13, 1976

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
T:30 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

Sunday - November

Exhibition and Bourse Opens
Regimental Hall

Meeting of Judges
Italian/Belgian Rooms

Plate Number Society Meeting
Italian/Belgian Rooms

Annual Meeting of the Flag Cancel
Society - Italian/Belgian Rooms

ROPEX~T76 Awards Banquet
Genesee/Crossroads/Corinthian/State

Exhibition and Bourse Closes

14, 1976

10:00 a.m,
2:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Exhibition and Bourse Opens
Regimental Hall

Club of Channel Islands Collectors
Meeting - Italian/Belgian Rooms

ROPEX-T76 Closes
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Post Office Box 3806
Brighton Station
Rochester, New York, 14607

November 11, 1976

Dear Friends:

It gives me a great deal of personal pleasure to welcome
all stamp collectors, philatelists, friends, and guests
to Rochester and ROFEX-T76. On behalf of the Rochester
Fhilatelic Association, the ROPzX-76 Committee, and the
City of Rochester, I wish you and your families enjoy-
ment seeing the show and the special sights of this, the
"Flower" City. ;

The R. P. A. is particularly pleased that national and
international societies such as the Flag Cancel Society,
the Club of Channel Islands Collectors, and the Plate
Number Society have chosen to hold meetings in conjunction
with ROPEX-76. The Association, as your host, will do
everything possible to make your visit a most rewarding
and enjoyable one.

Because of its location on the Erie Canal, Rochester
played a large role in the development of the West in

the early nineteenth century. During the twentieth cen=-
tury, it has continued +to grow and prosper into an impor-
tant business and industrial city. This year, in addition
to joining the rest of the nation in celebrating the
Bicentennial of the American Revolution, we are also

proud to commemorate the Sesquicentennial of the founding
of the first Volunteer Fire Company in Llonroe County.

I invite you to study the exhibits and spend time with
the fine selection of bourse dealers and post office
representatives. I urge you to attend the various society
meetings scheduled during the course of the show.

I thank you for your interest, and hope that your stay
will be both entertaining and educational. I look forward
to meeting and greeting you personally. If I or any other
member of the R. P. A. may be of help, please ask us.

Very truly yours,
CZGDZ497 (ilkaj‘%:f4s¢4/¢_

Warren Stevens
President, R. P. A.



R.P.A. HISTORY

The Rochester Philatelic Association is now in its 63rd
year and is still going strong. It was organized on March 12,
1913, The first meeting was held at the Hotel Rochester with
eleven enthusiastic men getting it off to a fine start. In a
short time, they began to hold their meetings at the Municipal
Museum in Rochester, but during the first World War, interest
lagged and the club was only kept together through the efforts
of five members who met at various homes.

Eventually, more members were added and they met in the
back room of a local stamp dealer. They soon graduated to the
Public Library, and after many months the club moved to the
Edgerton Park Museum. When the Bausch Museum of Arts and Sci-
ences was built, the RPA followed them to East Avenue, moving
in 1976 to the Parish Hall of St. Paul's Church four blocks
away.

Down through the years much has been accomplished in
the effort to bring stamp collecting and its joys to the gen-
eral public., A wide variety of programs have been featured
at the over 1200 meetings. These activities include outside
and local speakers, movies, mini-exhibits, swap nights - in
fact nearly everything that was ever heard of in the hobby!
Throughout this time there was always an annual banquet, fol=-
lowed by an exhibit, entertainment, and recently an auction.

Early exhibitions of the RPA were local affairs, but
during the thirties and forties shows were held in conjunction
with the Rochester lMuseum Hobby Council. In 1950, the RPA
assisted in the formation of the Niagara Frontier Federation
of Stamp Clubs. As host to this group and subsequent combin-
ation with the Central New York Federation of Stamp Clubs, the
scope of the exhibitions became international.

The year 1963 was the Golden Jubilee of the Rochester
Philatelic Association, and called for a really big show in
celebration. This show of over 700 frames, held in Rochester's
new Midtown Plaza, was a huge success. This paved the way for
subsequent large exhibitions and bourses such as TOPEX'67 and
APS'6%. Incidentally, it was at APS'68 that the World Series
of Philately was inaugurated. The current ROPEX title was
initiated in 1971 and used to designate the shows that hosted
such organizations as the American Philatelic Congress, the
Society of Philatelic Americans, and the American Topical
Association. This background of the RPA provides as approp-
riate credential for hosting ROPEX-T76 in celebration of the
American Bicentennial,

Leslie J. Roll
Historian

RALPH L. GRUMKE, VICE PRESIDENT

DAVID W. PROSSER, SECRETARY

DIRECTORS

SAMUEL OCKU®
69-29 166th St.
Flushing, N.Y. 113!
2218 Burns Ave. BERT JONES
St. Louis, Mo. 63114 6028 Bayley
Wichita, Kan. 672

7664 State Street Rd. ot BART BILLINGS
Watertown, N.Y. 13601 0774 H 24 Avon Drive

East Windsor, N.J. 08

JOHN |. REPA, TREASURER
RD 1, Rt. 435 ANDREW BUCKLA
Gouldsboro, Pa. 18424 1429 Wellesley Av

St. Paul, Minn. 551
GEORGE H. PHILLIPS, EDITOR
21 Grisham Circle ROGER HEINEN

Bella Vista, Ark. 72712 1550 Worcester Rd. Ag
Framingham, Mass. 0

F. EDGAR RUCKLE, PRESIDENT
212 Burke Ave.
Baltimore, Md. 21204

GREETINGS TO ROPEX-T76

We take this opportunity to express our appreciation to the
Rochester Philatelic Association and the_ROPEX—76 Committee
for inviting our Society to participate in and hold our
Twelfth Annual Convention at ROPEX-T76.

The Flag Cancel Society was Organized in_19§l by a group of
collectors interested in locating, identifying, and col-
lecting flag cancels of the United States and other countries.

The Society helps its members by furnishing each member witp
an identification chart which enables one to properly classify
the more than 6800 U. S. flag cancels. It publishes a twelve
page bimonthly paper containing interesting articles on un-
usual flags, new finds, and special articles on foreign flags.
Through a mail auction in each issue members may buy and sell
flag cancels of all the states as well as some_of the special-
ized flags, expositions, Street Car R.P.0O.s, Military and
Navel stations, territorials, slogans, R.F.D. and, A.E.F. flags
The Society also operates a flag cancel sales circuit.

We invite those who are looking for new thrills in the cancel-
lation field to investigate flag cancels.

Further information about the Flag Cancel Society can be
obtained by contacting the Society Secretary - David W.
Prosser, 7664 State Street Rd., Watertown, New York, 13601.

F. Edgar Ruckle .
President, Flag Cancel Society



DAVIS STAMP CO.

30 WICKS AVE. W E.
JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 14701

APPRAISAL of COLLECTIONS and ESTATES
ROCHESTER STAMP EXCHANGE

GREETING CARDS GEORG LEFEBRE

Postage Stamps For Collectors

BOOTH 26

JEWELRY, GIFTS 631 MONROE AVENUE
HANLJAGS and ACCESSORIES ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14607
CANDLES and SUPPLIES Phone: 271-4764

open days and evenings

BOOTH 19

Security Safe, Inc.

CALL 232-7002

We'll meet with you @ the show —
or visit our showrooms at

1000 EAST MAIN STREET
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 14605

PROTECT WHAT YOU COLLECT!

Solid-steel safes for the protection of large amounts of cash,
jewelry or coins. A large, rectangular door offers easy access
for bulky items. Full, one-inch thick steel body with one-and-a-
half inch thick steel door provides the finest in security. Dual-
control keylocking dial and timelocks available at extra cost:
Safes can be cladded for extra weight. Uses/applications: Banks;
savings and loans; supermarkets; jewelers or any operation
handling large amounts of cash.

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

ER rated TL-15 money chest, 1-inch thick body, 1%2-inch steel
door with hardplate and relockers. Group Il combination lock
with relocking device.

J H K ENTERPRISES

WANTED

JOHN H. KALBFUS

P.O. Box 1474

ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14603

Stamps - Covers

STAMPS - COVERS Very Fine U.S.- Canada

COLLECTIONS
ACCUMULATIONS
BOUGHT & SOLD

KENSTAMP

P.O.Box F Kenmore, N. Y. 14217

BOOTH 9

AWARDS

GRAND AWARD
est exhibit in the Show. The winner, whether
General or Topical, will receive an invitation
to participate in the Champion of Champions
competition at the 1977 APS Annual Convention.

ROCHESTER PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION
Gold, Vermeilil, Silver, and Bronze Awards. All
exhibitors will receive Certificates,

JACOB LEGEER AWARD
Best General exhibit by an RPA member.

VIRGINIA GUBLER AWARD
Best Topical exhibit by an RPA member.

NOVICE AWARD
Best exhibit by an RPA novice - non-winner.

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY AWARD
Best exhibit by an APS member,

AMERICAN TOPICAL ASSOCIATION AWARD
Best Topical exhibit.

JB OF CHANNEL ISLANDS COLLECTORS AWARD
Best Channel Islands exhibit.

EMPIRE STATE POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY AWARDS
Best exhibit(s) of New York State Postal History.

FLAG CANCEL SOCIETY AWARD
Best Flag Cancel exhibit.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT PHILATELIC SOCIETY AWARDS
Best Roosevelt exhibit.

PLATE NUMBER SOCIETY AWARD
‘Best exhibit utilising Plate Numbers.

SOCIETY OF PHILATELTC AMERICANS RESEARCH AWARD
Exhibit demonstrating best original research.

UNITED POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY AWARD (MARCUS WHITE TROPHY)
Best Postal Stationery exhibit.

EARL P. L. APFELBAUM AWARD
Best exhibit on printed pages.

JHK ENTERPRISES AWARD
‘Most popular exhibit




FRAME NO.

11- 12
13- 15

16- 20

23- 25
26~ 31

33- 44
45~ 59

60

61- 63

64

COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS
TITLE

UNITED STATES

Imperforate Issues of the United
States 1847-1857

A Specialized Research Study of
the U. S. 24¢ 1861 Stamp

Our Number One Postal Card

The George Washington One Cent
Issue of 1939

Christmas in the Sixties

U, S. POSTAL HISTORY

New York State Postal History

A Postal Tour of United States
Expositions 1876-1926

FLAG AND MACHINE CANCELS

Canadian Flag Cancels 1896-Date

U. S. Flag Cancels of the Amer-
ican Postal Machines Co. in the
1894-1940 Era of Postal History

They Make Their Pitch With Flag
Cancels

Baltimore Street Car Railway Post
Offices, Machine and Hand Cancel-

lations 1897-1929

Early Machine Cancels of the Uni-

ted States on Covers and Cards

EXHIBITOR

Pitschke

Hyzen

Stevens

del Solar

R. Hall

Lounsbery

Crow

Paige

Turner

Phillips

Ruckle

Sharp

66~

69~
To=

83-

85~

89~
92~

65
68

14
82

84

88

91
96

97-100

101

102-104
105

106-111

112-117

125-128

129

FOREIGN

Grand Duchy of Finland

Plating Varieties of the 1886
Barrios Issue of Guatemala

Norfolk Island
First Coins, First Festivals, and

First Postage Dues of the State of
Israel

FOREIGN POSTAL HISTORY

Canadian Official and Semi-Official
First Flights

Canada-United States-Canada, Cross
Border Markings of the 1851-1875
Period

Inward China liail 1842-1922

Hodge-Podge of the Third Reich
1933 to 1945

Estonia - An Historical Glimpse
Via Tartu

Royal Air Force Covers of World
War II

Offices in China

Samoa Postal History
TOPICALS

The Saga of Antarctica
Universal Postal Union
Stamp Centenaries

The Longships - Oar and Sail in
the Days of the Vikings

Gustafson

Stevens

Stone

Cohen

Maroney

Zahm

Daniels

Hope

Gleason

Miller

Tobias

Pacificus

Oesch
Ammerman
P. Black
Fleet



130

131-140
141-142

143-144
145

148-151

152
153
160-162

163-164
165
166-168

118-124

154-159

Printed and Selected Pages of
Europa

Chess on Stamps

Eleanor Roosevelt, First Lady of
the Vorld

Happy Birthday America

Music of 1776 on Stanps

MISCELLANEQUS

The Bicentennial and the FPenalty
Envelope

Perfins Around the World
Perfins

In Celebration of These Fifty
States

The Declaration of Independence
Bicentennial Varieties

Naismith - Basketball First Day
Covers

NON-COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS

Complecte liatched Set Flate Block
Collecting as Applied to United
States Se-~tenant Issues

lodern Swedish Postal Emissions

Cadmus

Steiner

Connelly

Pankratz

lMoore

Moriarty

Aska
lMeyering

K. Hall

Dunn
Hofer

loriarty

Plate Number
Society

Royal Swedish
Post Office

PANEL OF JUDGES

Melvin Garabrant

Walter J. Orton, III

George T. Guzzio

POSTAL STATIONS

United States Fostal Service
United Nations Postal Administration

Royal Swedish Post Office

LOUNGE AREA

In the hallway outside the main entrance the following
will have tables for the convenience of those seeking infor-
mation:

Rochester Philatelic Association

Flag Cancel Society
Club of Channel Islands Collectors

Plate Number Society
Junior Philatelists of America

Security Safe Inc.

Informetional brochures and promotional materials
for the following may also be found in the Lounge Area:

Collectors Institute Ltd. Lighthouse Publications Inc.
Linns Stamp News Stamp Collector

Stamps Magazine



THE AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL STAMP ALBUM

The most comprehensive looseleaf album to date of stamps issued by
foreign governments honoring America’s Bicentennial. All special
issues, commemoratives, airmails, and souvenir sheets have been
included on artistically designed album pages printed on one side of
fine quality heavyweight paper. To make the album more interesting
and informative, a brief description of each issue is given on the
album page. All stamps are illustrated and are identified by catalog
numbers from the Minkus New World Wide Stamp Catalog. The
attractive three-ring binder has been tastefully designed to enhance
the collector’s library or desk.

Includes issues through early 1976 .............. ..$9.50

1976 Supplement—Part | (28 additional countries on 32 pages) $5.00

e

Minkus New

3
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{
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM

For every collector, every American. At once an illustrated history of
the American Revolution and a handsome volume in which to dlsplay
over 120 significant stamps. The whole inspiring story of the nation’s
birth, in words, pictures, as well as with the appropriate stamps.
From the founding of the first colonies through Washington’s inaugura-
tion in 1789. By Beatrice Hessen, Managing Editor of the Minkus

Journal. Complete through 1975 .. ....oooiiiiimiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeann. $11.00 MINKUS NEW WORLD WIDE CATALOGS
1976 SUPPIEBMENTt ..o $ 1.50
VOL. Il: 1976/1977 — JUST OFF THE PRESS!

The most prized of this country’s catalogs. This volume, nearly 100,000 updated entries,
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STAMPS FOR THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION STAMP ALBUM accompanied by the many thousands of clear illustrations necessary to illuminate them, is
the fitting companion to Volume I. .
ALL UNUSED — THROUGH 1976 In this vol_ume: Europe, Colonies and Former Colonies worldwide, Occupations, Special
159 different historical issues that tell the story of the war that gave America its Zones, Vatican: Over 2,000 PP. «uwxuwsssisisssssamssnissssss e siseimssisi e e i s saesss 16.50
INAEPENABNCE  ..veveiiiiitieee e e e e e e e e e e e $434.50 And, the companion volume:
138 di t i in the group above) ..........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee d
o f:erent stamps (.all mcludt.ad in the group above) $ 87.50 VOL. I: 1975/1976
different stamps (included in the groups above) ..., $ 34.95 2,200 pages, 95,000 updated entries, 26,000 illustrations, price changes are determined by
people who deal in pricing every single business day. Assembled by top professional staff,
o e s o 0 ' supported by global contributors.
100 different uSed STAMPS ......c.ooviviiiiiiiieiieeee ettt $ 10.75 In this volume: U.S. and Possessions, British Commonwealth and lIreland, U.N., Latin
A ica, Mexico, Afri d Asia (including Mainland China). Over 2,200 pp. ...... 16.50
50 different used stamps (included in group above) .........ccccoeeeeeeeueeeoiieeeeaeaenn.. $ 3.50 ‘\ MERea e rieatan sig {inglusing Myinian i} el o
® Ask for our complete listing of foreign stamps honoring the American Bicentennial MINKUS NEW 1977 AMERICAN CATALOG
Over 13,000 entries, 3,000 illustrations. Realistic, current prices for singles, plate blocks,
sheets and First Day Covers. Includes commemoratives, regular issues, duck stamps,
. ) postal savings, revenues, stationery, Confederates, possessions, U.N., and enlarged section
All Available At: Of MAJOT BITOTS. B84 PP, oottt e e et e et e e e e e aee e e e e 7.50

These and all quality Minkus Publications are available at:

| 4
] ’S
228 East Main Street Rochester, New York 14604
228 East Main Street Rochester, New York 14604

TELEPHONE: (716 )423-2687
TELEPHONE: (716 )423-2687



TAKE A SECOND LOOK

Robert J. Gustafson Life Member, Rochester Philatelic Assn.
Director, Scandinavian Collectors Club

The postal issues of the Grand Duchy of Finland
would not appear to offer much to attract the average
philatelist, due to the unimaginative designs and colors;
this is true, however, of many of the nations of Europe
during the same period. The first issues of Finland were,
putting it mildly, crudely designed, printed, and per-
forated. The challenge of securing copies of the Arms issues
of 1860-75 with undamaged perforations is too great for
most collectors, who must settle for one or two missing
teeth. The "Russian'" types of 1891-1917 do offer a chal-
lenge in the typography and lithography printings, as
well as the ordinary and chalky papers, not to mention
constant plate varieties. But these stamps did not tra-
vel the world as they could be used only within the Grand
Duchy (or to Russia for a limited period).

So for a real challenge combined with a reasonable
investment of funds, why not consider the Arms-type
"fyrtaliga" (four-valued) types of 1875-90 (Scott 17-37,
Facit 11-26)? Ordinary unspecialized catalogs dismiss this
issue with about three dozen listings including the two
common perforations (11 and 12-1/2) and a few variations
in color.

The first and most scarce stamp is the 32 penni
carmine which was printed by typography by H.H. Thiele
of Copenhagen in July 1875 because printing facilities in
Helsinki were not ready for this needed denomination.
This stamp of which 57,500 copies were printed was perfor-
ated 14 X 13-1/2 as were the current Danish stamps; there
is only one type of this issue.

From here on in, the plot thickens and 123 varieties
can be described in terms of perforation(ll or 12-1/2),
the printer (Senatens Tryckeri or Karta Sigillatakontorets
Tryckeri), plates (Thiele or Finland mint), colors and
papers. When the uncommon compound perforations (11 X 12-1/2
and 12-1/2X 11) are considered, there are 18 more varieties,
and the unusual paper varieties augment this by 5 more.
All stamps were perforated by Karta Sigillatakontorets Tryc-
keri. Thus it can be said that a representative collection
of these 1875-90 issues would encompass at least 146 vari-
eties, and to this can be added plate flaws, rough perfora-
tions and cancellation varieties.

base would print lighter or not at all from depressed
cliches. These lighter portions would be cut out and

pasted to the base. Another pull sheet was put on top

of the cliches and some cliches would then print normally,
but more depressed ones still somewhat faintly. These prints
were again pasted on the base and this was continued un-

til an even impression was obtained. The surfaces of both
the pull sheet and the cliches were thuse both uneven.

The inking roller inked the edges and/or spacers
of the raised cliches and imparted a telltale leveler
line on the paper, the nature of it being governed by
the roughness of the cliche's edges; these lines are of
great value in plating.

One may ask- why weren't the frames unlocked and
the cliches all levelled so that adjustment of the pull
sheet was not necessary? We can only imagine that the
manpower requirements and schedules which had to be met
prohibited this.

Constant flaws in the electrotype cliches are numer-
ous, and many have been described in Finnish language cata-
logs and in a private publication by Ohmann. The data on
leveler lines was furnished by Wade H. Beery, Mart Mana-
ger of the Scandinavian Collectors Club, who in turn had
consulted the Ernest H. Wise books published by the Heine-
man Group in England.

ADDED
PULL SHEET 7 THICKNES:

> J ' ]'
TYPICAL LEVELER LINES T r— -ty
FROM CLICHE EDGES

One more constant variety which is unique to these issues
is due to their being printed from individual cliches locked
in a frame. This feature of the stamps of 1875-90 which puz-
zles many collectors is the lines or blobs of color along one
or more margins. These arise from the use of 'levelers'. The
loose cliches in a frame were not perfectly level, so some
would press harder than others. A "pull sheet" fixed on a flat
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James P. Flynn Member RPA, KBJT of A, SOCCE, and XYZ Inc.

Many members of the RPA may trace their ancestry back to
the days of the American Revolution. .s none of them have come
forward with information for publication, we draw on our imag-
ination plus some information gathered from other sources. So
we Respectfully Reveal to Ropex Readers Records of Rochester-
ians' Relatives in the Revolution.

¥ K K K K H ¥ K X K X

The Boston Tea Party, commemorated on a block of 4 stamps
a little over three years ago, is the scene of our first Rev-
olutionary Revelation., The dumping of the tea was not a spur-
of-the-moment idea. Secrecy and Careful Planning were the watch-
words., No roster of the participants was kept, but other records
were made.

Disguised as Indians, the little band met at a water-
front tavern to await the time set for their venture.( Only
c H knows why they were disguised as indians.) Final
plans were agreed upon as several bottles were consumed to ward
off the chilly night air. One member did not imbibe, so the job
of counting the chests of tea thrown overboard was given to him,

The man given this assignment performed his duty well. He
is remembered and emulated well by his descendant A H
who claims that his ancestor was the first Tea Totaller in Amer—
ican History.

# % H OH K K K X K K ¥

Following the Boston Tea Party, tensions grew in the Bos-
ton area. Friends and neighbors split in their loyalty to the
British Crown, Onefarmer was raided several times because of his
strong Separatist talk. The harassment kept up until he trained
his chickens to cackle loudly when strangers came near the coop.
This helped him to catch and identify many British sympathizers.
This ancestor of J K was thus given credit for being
the first to make Chicken Catch a Tory.

* % H H K K K K K K ¥

Though some people may claim a relationship, there are no
known descendants of this young man whose mother warned him many
times, "Nathan, please don't hang around with the British". He

QLOU A RLDACIICLULy, Allu d VdLliTLUL 4o G UGll WUV Al UV LlldL LWL il W
speak of, or has been awarded a college degree. We believe Natha
had both.
% N ¥ ¥ ¥ K N * ¥ ¥ *
Few people know that it was R S. H 's ancestor
who sold the Liberty Bell to the Colonists. Thus began a long

line of Crack Salesmen.
¥ OF K H H O H K K X H H

Many have heard Washington's famous words to his officers
enjoining them to, "Let none but Americans be on guard tonight",
However, many do not finish the saying which continued, "and let
the Irish sleep, for there's going to be a great deal of fightin
in the morning". Thanks to L M

was there to hear these famous words.
* O H K K K K K K X X

, whose ancestor

During the Revolutionary War, mcny foreign mercenary
soldiers sought asylum in this country. They feared that they
would be sent to other wars if they returned to their native
Hesse. One such sickly Hessian soldier married and settled in
a Pennsylvania town. Too sickly for the robust work cf farming,
he opened a small store. He made sausages and his wife made sal-
ads and baked goods for him to sell. The people liked his store
and admired his pluck, despite his delicate health. They fre-
quently told their friends to go over to the Delicate Hessian's
Store and buy some of his good food.

One day, while his wife was out on an errand, the Hessian
waited on a man who wanted some sausage. Having no money, the
customer offerred the storekeeper a fine bird that he had shot
and the deal was concluded. Later when the Hessian's wife re-
turned he related the transaction. Looking at the bird, his
wife said, "It looks like you have taken a Tern for the Wurst".
Thanks to J H. K for relating this bit of family
history.

* OF H H H K K ¥ ¥ X X

Whether you are a collector, philatelist, investor,
dealer, accumulator or something more or less esoteric, we
hope that these few tales may serve asgentle reminders that

Philately is Phor Phun.



OUR FIRST POSTAL CARD

Warren C. Stevens Member: RPA, APS, SPA, Guatemala Society

ILife Member: United Postal Stationery
Society

el >
— Losmay, B>

WRITETHE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS SICE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER

o
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Austria issued the world's first Postal Card in
1869. This led to a great deal of concern that the general
public would be able to "see everything" from the open
back. However, its inexpensive postage rate made it ex-
tremely well received.

The United States was slow to get on the bandwagon
waiting until December 1872 when Congress appropriated
the money for printing these cards., The Morgan Envelope
Company finally released the first penny postal on May 12,
1873 at Springfield, Massachusetts.

The first (large watermark) card was printed in a
quantity of 31,094,000. The cards were printed from steel
plates manufactured by the American Bank Note Company. The

printing was made 36 "up" in sheets of 72. The individual
cards measured 5 1/8 X 3 inches (130 X 76mm). Both inverted
and inverted reversed watermarks are known to exist,

Difficulty in the manufacture of the large watermark
cards led to the discontinuance of printing on May 29, 1873.
Starting in July, cards were again produced but with a change
in paper stock and the introduction of the small watermark.,
The earliest reported postmark on these new cards was'July
6, 1873. The new card stock was manufactured by the Hudson
and Cheney Paper Company of North Manchester, Connecticut.
There were 207,851,700 of these cards printed.

The unwatermarked cards are rare. These were from a
trial run in July, 1873. The vast majority of "unwatermarked"
cards are from very late impressions of the worn wire mono-
grams used to apply the watermarks to the cards,

One major variety on these cards is the so-called
"big-hole" defect. There are many plate flaws that can be
collected and many enjoyable hours can be spent searching
for them.

As these cards were issued before machine cancels
came into general use, the same hand cancels used on early
stampless covers were also often used on these cards. Large
collections of fancy cancels can be assembled. Early RPO,
Steamboat, Street-car, and Territorial cancels can be col-
lected. Advertiisrs found that Postal Cards were a fine
source of promotion, creating still another classification

for collectors. Happy Hunting!



BOOSTERS

David L., Bates

Lorrie Blum

William H. Carr

Aldo A. Colayori

Walt Cunningham

Carl Doell

Williem D, Erwin

Mr. & Mrs, James P. Flynn
Robert Hackeman

Dick Hall

Mary E. Hamblin

Rudolph P, Illig

John H. Kalbfus

John P, Kellas, III

Jack Knight

Dusty liiller

Mr. & lirs. llarvin H. Raphael
J. A.
Jack Steiner

Sands

Faul Thomson
Joyce Walsh

CORPORATE

Charles Blum

Peggie Blum

H. Everest "Hi" Clements
Collect Fortugal (ISFP)
Helen del Solar

James Ldmunds

Richard W,
H. Gross
Andy Hale
Kathi Hall
Nathan Chipmen Hamblin, II
Dr. George B. Joel

Harold Kantor

Bert Kiener

Frank Langen

Audrey Pankratz

Leslie J. Roll

Schenectada Stampmart

Pinzer

Warren C, Stevens
Fred Vanderlinde

DONORS

Collectors Institute Ltd.
10102 F. Street
Omaha, Nebraska, 63127

Lighthouse Publications, Inc.
317 West 44th Street
New York, New York, 10036

Royal Swedish Post Office
Phillip F. Robbins,

Marketing Representative
147 West 42nd Street
New York, New York, 10036

Door Prizes:
Pictorial Treasury of U.S. Stamps

LA
Bought & Sold
CHILI COIN AND STAMP
CENTER

1350 Buffalo Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624

RPA 201

Coin - Stamp - Supply
Headquarters

NO NAME
STAMP AND COIN SHOP
Boutique 4

HIPPOPOTAMUS MALL

EAST HENRIETTA RD. AND CRITTENDEN RD.

RPA 201

CLOCK & JEWEL STOP, INC.

351 E. Main Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14604

*AMERICAN COINS*
Antiques, Pocket Watches

Douglas Fee 232=T7560
Watch,Clock,and Jewelry
Repairs

BUSINESS
546-4060

RESIDENCE
473-1188

CLARENCE W. RYCEMAN AGENCY, INC
ALL FORMS OF INSURANCE

-

522 FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.
Insuroace, M_:’" 328 MAIN STREET EAST
— ROCHESTER, N. Y. 14604

U. S. Album (2 volumes)

Door Prizes:
Four Stamp Sorting Books
Four Bicentennial Albums

Banquet Gifts

MIRACLE MAID COOKWARE

John & Meriel Lindsay

DEMONSTRATORS
244 -1677

A DIVISION OF THE WEST BEND COMPANY



Cachet:

Cancel:

Card:

The printed show cachet consists of a 13 star flag
and drum of freedom to the left of the cover, The
entire lower portion of the cover is a reproduction
of an early political cartoon featuring a disjointed
snake (the Colonies) facing a Griffin (England) ac-
companied by the slogan "JOIN OR DIE". A different
color cover will be used each day of the show.

The Flag style USPS cancel is based on a "version"

of the flag of 1777, which had no official arrange-
ment for the stars in the field. The ROPEX-76 flag
cancel has 12 stars arranged around the 13th. The
dates 1776 and 1976 are placed between the stripes
of the flag. Below the flag appear the words "AMER-
ICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL"., The left side of the
flag is partially "wrapped around" the date hub
which identifies the "ROPEX STATION/ROCHESTER, N.Y.".

The ROPEX-T76 Souvenir Card commemorates the sesqui-
centennial of the founding of the first Volunteer
Fire Company in Monroe County, New York. It features
an enlarged reproduction of Scott # 971, issued by
the United States in 1948 to honor Volunteer Fire-
men, A picture of an early "pumper" taken from an
old steel engraving and appropriate text also appear
on the card which was printed in two colors (Rose
Carmine and Black) in a limited edition of 750
copies.
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AND COINS
1575 Dewey Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
U.S. & Worldwide Stamps
and Coins
BOUGHT-SOLD~TRADED

Tu-eS"Fri.oolz to 8
Sat..1l0 to 5

647-9320

U.S. 'C-c'r'ins ;nd Stan: ps
Appraisals made

uvne.

(716) 342-8206

Ridge Stamp and Coin Exchange

2121 N. GOODMAN STREET, ROCH., N.Y. 14609

HOURS:
128 Tues.—Fri.

11—

(Next to Keeler Street X-Way)

NATIONWIDE
TELETYPE SERVICE

6 Saturday

Helen del Solar

Andrews B. Hale

Mary E. Hamblin

Dr. George B. Joel

John P, Kellas, III

Audrey Pankratz

James A, Sands

ROPEX-T76 COMMITTEE

William D. Erwin

Richard S. Hall

Nathan Chipman Hamblin, II
-Chairman

John H. Kalbfus

Lawrence R, Moriarty

Leslie J. Roll

Warren C. Stevens

Joyce Walsh

THE ROCHESTER CHAPTER OF
THE SOCIETY OF ISRAEL
PHILATELISTS
MEETS ON THE 3rd MONDAY
OF EACH MONTH
T:30 P.M. AT THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
1200 EDGEWOOD AVENUE

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK

DR. SHERWIN MORRIS
586-2002

emm

Rochester, N. Y.,

ROCHESTER’S
PLATE
SPECIALIST

BUYING AND SELLING

Plates Blocks
Zips AND
Meil Earlies  Singles

WANT LISTS FILLED
HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

R. Hall, Prop.

155 Murray St.

14606

(716) 328-1262
BOOTH 12

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC PHONE (716) 244-0240
ASSOCIATION LIFE MEMBER 528 BUY - SELL
RNA TRADE - APPRAISE

DAVID L. BATES COIN AND STAMP CO.
2198 MONROE AVENUE
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14618

Same Location as Mcleod Stamp

STAMPS
SUPPLIES
MEDALS

AMERICAN COINS
ANCIENT, MEDIEVAL.
MODERN FOREIGN COINS

i

anru

philatelics
BUY - SELL - TRADE

STAMPS & COINS
ALBUMS - CATALOGUES - SUPPUIES
MAIL BID AUCTIONS
EXPERT APPRAISALS

|546-2763)| «

337 E. MAIN ST,

CORNER OF STILLSON
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Anderson and Company

Lancaster Stamps

Fred's Stamp and Coin

United Nations Postal
Administration

Al Pundt Stamps

Pittsburgh Stamp Co.

JHK Enterprises

Kenstamp

Roiton Stamps of New
Hampshire

R. G. Bower Associates

Richard S, Hall

Southtown Stamp Co.

19

14.
15.
Hm.
18,
19.
20,
21.
22,
23.
24.
25,
26.
27.
Nm.
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John R, Wade

John Weber

John A, Eyles

Royal Swedish Post Office
Rochester Stamp Exchange
The Floydick Company

D. I. Jorgensen

Pine Tree Stamp Company
Philatelics International
McLeod Stamp Company, Inc.
Mr, Stampman

Davis Stamp Company

Moe Iuff

United States Postal Service
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