U.S. Test Stamps related to the BEP (ca. 1907-1959)

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s involvement with stamp production in 1894 brought innovation.
Security devices (such as watermarked paper) and new formats (booklets and coils) were introduced within
a decade. By the early 1900s the BEP was looking at rotary press printing to speed stamp production. In the
1930s, the BEP installed electric-eye perforators to improve stamp centering,
and by the 1950s the BEP was experimenting with pregummed paper and what
is known as “dry” intaglio printing on paper with a lower moisture content.

Each innovation required many tests. Rather than using postage stamps,
which are accountable paper, the BEP began creating and using “dummy™ or
“test” stamps. The earliest were perforated blanks on watermarked paper, but
soon other designs that more closely simulated stamps were created and used.
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By 1906 companies began receiving imperforate stamps from the BEP,
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experimental rotary press in 1909. “Experimental Stamp with #s 1234 was
ordered Feb. 15, 1909 (die 7224), hardened June 28, 1909, and used to create
transfer rolls 12756 and 12761. The design (with no vignette) mimicked the
Washington-Franklin series.



