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Stamp Design Process

1. Models (essays) are made and design is
chosen.
2. Engraver creates die in reverse using soft
steel (white areas show removed portions that
will hold the ink)



3. Large Die Proof is printed on India paper
to show details of the design



4. Design is approved.
5. Die is hardened.
6. Transfer roll is made.
7. Plate is prepared with guidelines and dots
8. Transfer roll is used to lay out the plate.
9. Plate proofs are made on India paper to
verify layout and transfers.

10. Plate is hardened
11. Stamps are printed.
12. Plate proofs are later made on card stock.



The Banknote Companies and Post Office
Department give samples to collectors and
friends. Presentation books are rare.

Siegel Sale 693, 1988 Rarities, Lot 195 realized $3500

Handouts were common through 1912 when
collector protest “stopped” the practice.
Some proofs, including re-created large die
proofs, were handed out in the 1920’s and
1930’s.


