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Introduction: Zeppelin 101

German Postcards

ÅPropaganda & National Pride

French Postcards

ÅOutrage, Just Desserts, & Rare Humor

British Postcards

ÅOutrage, Fascination, Fiery Revenge, and 
Mocking the Hun (and everyone else)

Zeppelin Postcards in WWI



Zeppelin 101

First Zeppelin flew in 1900 
from Lake Constance

From Dr. Hans Hildebrandt, Zeppelin-

Denkmal für das Deutsche Volk, 

copyright 19??, pp.73, 318

Created by Graf (Count) Ferdinand von Zeppelin 
(1838-1917)



Zeppelin 101 ï2nd Semester

ÅCommercial 
airline service in 
Germany (1910-
1914) made 
German airship 
crews the most 
experienced in the 
world

ÅZeppelins, unlike 
blimps, had an 
aluminium 
superstructure



Zeppelins in WWI
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ÅZeppelins 
widely used as 
strategic night 
bombers

ÅVulnerable to 
anti-aircraft 
guns and night 
fighters

ÅEasily thwarted 
by blackouts & 
weather

Zeppelins 

in WWI



Ploesti

Cairo

Salonika

Warsaw

Bukarest

Paris

London

Edinburgh

Minsk

Riga

Baltic Islands

Vilnius

Kovno

Zeppelin Targets in WWI

Antwerp

Hull
York



German Postcards - Propaganda

I hope that, with Godôs help, we will wield the sword in 

such a way that we can return it to the sheath with honor.

1 August 1914   Wilhelm II

[Red rubber stamp on the bottom: War Collection of Peter Möller]



German Postcards ïNational Pride

Zeppelins

Over

Antwerp 

5+ Raids 

from          

9 AUG to  

1 OCT  

1914



German ïNational Pride

Schutte-Lanz Airship Over Warsaw



German ïNational Pride  (Reverse)



German Postcards ïNational Pride

Zeppelin & Naval Attack on Venice ïDID NOT HAPPEN



German Postcards ïNational Pride

Prewar 

Naval 

Zeppelin L1

(Probably 

reprint)



German Postcards ï

National Pride

Sanke Card #574:

Kptlt Franz Stabbert

(Zeppelins L20 & L44)

From Aviation, Vol.1, Balloons & Airships: 

A Portrait in Old Picture Postcards, 

by David B. Leeder, 1991, p.54



German Postcards ï

National Pride

Mourning the Death of 

Count von Zeppelin ï

8 March 1917

(Back)
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German Postcards 

From Zeppelin!by Ray Rimell, 1984, p.148

ñOur Fallen Zeppelin Heroesò



The Only American Zepp 

Postcard Iôve Ever Seen



French Postcards
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French Postcards -

Outrage

Zeppelins LZ77 & LZ79 

bombed Paris on

29/30 January 1916:  

M. Bidault & his mother -in-

law Mme. Priteux were killed; 

Mme. Bidault wounded.

(23 killed total)

The only other Zepp raid on 

Paris was 20/21 March 1915.



French Postcards - Outrage



French Postcards - Outrage

Also 2nd Raid ï29/30 JAN 1916                          (Reprint)



French Postcards - Outrage



French Postcards ïJust Desserts



French Postcards ïJust Desserts (Reverse)



French Postcards ïJust Desserts



French Postcards ïJust Desserts

Army Zepp Z.VIII shot down 21 or 23 August 1914



French Postcards ïJust Desserts (Reverse)


