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The City of Rochester, NY has a rich architectural history seen
through its buildings of today and images of the past.

lconic companies and wealthy businessmen often built
skyscrapers downtown that took their name, including Kodak,
Xerox and Bausch & Lomb. The buildings are still here while
their original occupants are gone. Here are seven classic
structures still on the city skyline you may not be so familiar
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This brief presentation uses advertising covers, postcards and
photos to make the reader aware of what was and still is in the
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How many of these Rochester sites can you identify from 19377
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How did you do?

REastman SCumberland
Theater Post Office
OUof R T Driving Park

Library Bridge
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Buildings In this presentation include:

West Main St Area
wDuffy-PowersBuilding
wPowersBuilding/Hotel e
wGerman Insurance ComparBuilding g il =
wEllwanger and BarrBuilding "

East Main St Area
wWilder Building
wGranite Building
wSibley TriangldBuilding

These classic buildings are all in central downtown, most around
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100 Acre Plot Tour a Look for web links like this throughout the presentation to learn more about the buildings.



http://www.lowerfalls.org/100acrestour/

Four Corners, looking north toward Statetreet, then and now.
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Imagine yourself walking
the Rochester streets In
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Looking east down Main Street. from "Rochester Subway"



https://www.rochestersubway.com/topics/2009/04/rochester_state_and_main/#more-241
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DUFFY-MCINNERNEY COMPANY
LARGEST RETAIL STORE IN ROCHESTER

212 FEET ON FITZIMUCH ST, 167 FEET ON W, MAIN ST
SEVEN STORIES AND BASEMENT

——

Emporis

Duffy-Powers Co. Department Store, Rochester, N. Y.

First stop on West
Main Street Is the
Duffy-Powers Co.
Building, formerly
Duffy-Mclnnerney
finished in 1904.
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Duffy-Powers .I:%uilaing, 50 West Main St


https://www.emporis.com/buildings/221776/city-place-rochester-ny-usa

Businessmen James Duffy and Thomas Henry Mclnnerney built

the 7 story structure to house t
largest in the state. Theop 71" f
unigue attraction to the origina

neir department store, the second
oor 800-seatrestaurant was a

department store versus rival

{ A0 f IBveaRalsdthe first Rochester building to be electrlfled

usmg Edison light bulbs.
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167 FEET ON WEST MAIN ST.

CTRICAL ILL
SEVEN STORIES AND BASEMENT

DUFEFY-McINNERNEY COMPANY
LARGEST RETAIL STORE IN ROCHESTER
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212 FEET ON FITZHUGH ST.
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Duffy-PowersBuilding, 50 West Main St


https://www.rochestersubway.com/topics/2012/12/santa-is-real-and-here-is-proof/

OnJuly 17, 1911 the building and business converted to the
Duffy-Powers Company, with Walter Powers buying out
Mclnnerney Itwas the first department store that clerks cashed
out customers who pickeaut their own merchandise rather
than havmg clerks bring |tems to the customer.

1817 — ROCHESTER - 1917
Daffy-Powers store 1+ plotured as it would have looked ond

1
:‘v: )":‘
= ~ 5 -‘\:ﬁr— - 45
. =
" Gl ."', - s ek ~
. 5“ ;“.: ,'-f._“ i - 1 d
o P gt e =P o
g - ?:ka v = d -
"t{cv . [
(LN M o
v, £ XN
), T > Coes
S o>
=5 > -
= A

STy Rl

The Store that Came Back 13 Duffy Powers Building, 50 West MalrtS



https://books.google.com/books?id=2-Y7AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA52&lpg=PA52&dq=Duffy-Powers+department+store+Rochester&source=bl&ots=WJLx741eUD&sig=ACfU3U1perWeuG84fPeKEYgtZrn-ff3ETg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjh58jQkIrrAhXQAp0JHWVMDow4HhDoATABegQIBhAB#v=onepage&q=Duffy-Powers%20department%20store%20Rochester&f=false

The DuffyPowers Company
went out of business in 1932
during the Great Depression.
The building remained vacant 5 JF [[LEs ===
until 1940 when Kodak 1 }l;,-—f’g‘ |28 A
it to work on a secret project [k =

for the Navy creating radio
proximity fuses that helped
to iImprove bombing shell
accuracy. During the 1960s RIT Eager TO Get
Rochester Institute of

Technology used It as part of Duffy POwel'SBl( g

: TIMES UNICY MAR 11 1aR
ItS campus.
Duffy Biography Duffy-PowersBuilding, 50 West Main St
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https://rocwiki.org/Walter_B._Duffy

ffy-PowersBuilding, 50 West Main St
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https://www.rochestercitynewspaper.com/rochester/county-plans-to-buy-city-office-building/Content?oid=4329088

Facts

¢ The Powers Building was listed on the National Reqgister of
Historic Places in 1973.

e This was the first building in Rochester with electricity and
gas lighting.

e In addition to the cast-iron facade, materials that went into
this French Second Empire styled building include wrought
iron beams from France, marble, granite, and free-stone.

¢ Martha Matilda Harper (1857-1950), pioneer of the retail
franchise conceptin America and the first female member of
the Rochester Chamber of Commerce, started her hair and
skin care products business in the Powers Building in 1888.
She builtit from there into an international empire.

e The building’s design is typical of post-Civil War architecture
with its Ohio sandstone facade, cast-iron decorations,
dormer windows, belt courses, and mansard roofs.

¢ When the original structure was completed in 1870 it was
hailed as Rochester's first fireproof structure and the only
building west of New York City equipped with elevators.

¢ Both this building and the adjacent hotel were built by local
banker and broker Daniel W. Powers (1818-97).

o Amajor addition in 1891 added the tower, raising the height
from 8 to 13 stories. This was done in competition with the

neighboring Wilder Building for the title of tallest building in
Rochester.

Emporis

First known as the Powers Block, then the
t 26 SNA . dzZAf RAy3X
Four Corners is probably the most historic
of any property in the city. The facts at
the left detall just a few fascinating tidbits.
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https://www.emporis.com/buildings/125105/powers-building-rochester-ny-usa

o ,ﬁ This was another
W . .
%‘29”" *m&»ﬁff‘%’%{iﬁ'ﬁ = design by architect
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Andrew Jackson

Warner, completed
iIn 1869 with
additions made
through 1888 by
owner Daniel
Powers including a
triple roof and an
observation tower
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Sentinel of the Four Corners | PowersBuilding, 16 West Mairst/PowersHotel, 36 West MairSt



https://www.libraryweb.org/rochimag/architecture/SpecificBuildings/Powers/Powers.htm

Per the Powers Buildingwebslife ad ¢ KS 0dzA f RA y 3
upstate New York to have a passenger elevator (then called a
vertical railroad), gas illumination and marble floors. In 1861 it
became the first commercial structure in Rochester to have

electricity, utilizing its own power generating_ boileBE {01
company{ ONJ ywa2g it5Q a

1St level floor tenant for years
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http://www.powersbuilding.com/index2.asp?page=history.asp.html

More tenants.

RETURN IN 10 DAYS TO
Mutual Benefit Associates,
Office, 55 Powers’ Block,
ROCHESTER, N.Y

E. R. ANpDrEWS, President. C. H. Wgss, Treasurer
» TrHomas A. RAYMOND, Secretary

Wwnm. H, STrYyxkeEr, General Agent,
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Yelp! Building Reviews PowersBuilding, 16 West Mairst/PowersHotel, 36 West Main St



https://www.yelp.com/biz/the-powers-building-rochester
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WayMarkingPage PowersBuilding, 16 West Mairst/PowersHotel, 36 West Main St



https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/wmDDKE_Powers_Building_Rochester_NY

The Powers Hotel was next door, now V
known as the Executive Buildin
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ROCHESTER, N. Y.

300 Rooms

SINGLE WITH BATH $2.50
DOUBLE WITH BATH $4.00

MHOA MIN D LY

} % 4
/ /

——-7’%_ 2//? 227 //;{

/L/’(f/ ////,7/

Powers Hotel History PowersBundlng 16 West ManSt/PowersHoteI 36 West Main St



https://freethought-trail.org/trail-map/location:powers-hotel/

Commonly called the German Insurance Buildin . & 7
this 10 storyedifice of redbrickwith Italianate/ . . = o

Romanesque styling wafinished in1888. Like T
the Ellwanger and Barry Buildingndrew Jacksor e,
Warner was itsarchitect But the building under & - 220

went a major reconstruction in 1904— —

doubling its size and
shifting its facade formerl
overlooking an empty lot

on Irving Place (as seen .t

here on both photos) 90
degrees to face Main

Street Instead.
Emporis
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~ Germaninsurance Companguilding, 19 West Main St
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https://www.emporis.com/buildings/125098/union-trust-building-rochester-ny-usa

g | SNBQa K2g UKS o0dzAf
| make-over. Note the two columns at the
e e L el doorway entrance, a
| new addition to the
design by the second
» builders, A.Friederich
& Sons, which by the
L~ way was constructing
i | the Rochester Trus&
1 SafeDeposit Conext
= door at the same time
! as seen on the left of
== both postcards here.

Building History Rochester German Insurance Buildirfk West Main St



http://afsco.clarosa.info/buildings/union-trust-building

The German Insurance Company set up offices in major US citie
F ONR2aa 0(KS O2 dzy iwasHobndedwyd aukilsed (i S
of successful Germahorn Rochester businessmen. It was
Incorporated in 1872, specializing in insuring livestock and
buildings. The company was absorbed by the Germrfemerican
Insurance Company in May; ... ... =
THE
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ROCHESTER. N.Y.

History and Co‘mmer"cé—f R_ochester 1894 Germaninsurance Company Building, 19 West Main St



https://books.google.com/books?id=B3JqQhv0TFAC&pg=PA78&lpg=PA78&dq=%22German+Insurance+Company+Building%22+Rochester&source=bl&ots=mnvPSipIcc&sig=ACfU3U3svee-4toQuapWvrlXHVw6cwTb6Q&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj89qu9-ovrAhWqTd8KHQdKA3g4ChDoATACegQIBxAB#v=onepage&q=%22German%20Insurance%20Company%20Building%22%20Rochester&f=false
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Industries of Rochester 1888

SATTERLEE.YEOMAN & TAYLOR.
9™ FLoor GERMAN INS.BuiLDING,

. The 10 story building had

many occupants over the
years.
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477 Edgewood Avenue,

New Haven, Conn.

Germaninsurance Companfuilding, 19 West Main St


https://books.google.com/books?id=xC9FAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA113&lpg=PA113&dq=%22German+Insurance+Company+Building%22+Rochester&source=bl&ots=vpV9VPDS4c&sig=ACfU3U0cNcp1713XUP8TY7AWjZ2SzvAULw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjR05GL_IvrAhWFneAKHQq3DD84ChDoATADegQICxAB#v=onepage&q=%22German%20Insurance%20Company%20Building%22%20Rochester&f=false

A dizzying number of banks occupied parts of the German
Insurance Company Building in the early teens due to mergers
and acquisitions. The German American Bank, the Flour City
National Bank and the Commercial Bank all called 19 Main St
West home for a brief time, until they merged into the National
Bank of Rochester, which then became headquarters of the
Lincoln National Bankgs |

World War | soldiers
walk by the building
In this photo, c. 1918.
b20S GKS 0
sighage In the upper
left above the column

Rochester Bank Currencies Germaninsurance Companiuilding, 19 West Main St

LINCOLN NATION AL BANK

Bankruptey Funds.

Capital, - - - - $1,000,000.00

OFFICERS :
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https://www.national-currency.com/bank/national-bank-of-rochester-2/

In 1925 theGenesee Valley UniofrustCompany, another bank,
moved Into the building and that IS the name now over the door.
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The Ellwanger and Barry Building was = e
completed in 1888 as an 8 story steel ™ -
building with a brick and masonry facade EIEEEEEE Feet
In the Romanesque revival style. Its interic. ETEE - =&
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https://www.emporis.com/buildings/221772/ellwanger-barry-building-rochester-ny-usa

It was built by its namesake business, the Ellwangad Barry
Nursery Company, the international horticulture company.
George Ellwanger wag horticulturist native ofWurttemberg,
Germany, who started up the Rochester business in 1840 with
Belfast,lreland native PatrickBarry. Besides their large land

. _ s holdings on Mt Hope Ave.,
Sz the company expanded into

2 ;( ¢ “aemn 0 real estate and home

gt QST A R developments in later years,
U8 Ly amassing a fortune as the
o L city boomed in the latter
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U of R Company Paper Collection Ellwangerand BarryBuilding, 39 State St



https://rbscp.lib.rochester.edu/finding-aids/BBE47

¢tKS FTANNQA

0Sai

the 19.63 acre Highland Park,
later donated to the City Iin
1887 and described by them
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Highland Park Conservatory
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Ellwangerand BarryBuilding, 39 State St


https://www.highlandparkconservancy.org/








































