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Original Nordic Group Countries

The five major Scandinavian nations initiated a postal service cooperation union in 186¢
Some 87 years later, the five nations decided to issue a joint a pair of postage stamps tc
commemorate their long standing cooperation and their shared heritages.

Denmark:
Population 5,580,000 ==
Capital- Copenhagen

Population 5,400,000
Capital- Helsinki

Iceland:
Population 320,000  H| N
Capital- Reykjavik NI

Norway:
Population 5,030,000 H|=H
Capital- Oslo Hinn

Sweden:
Population 9,540,000 -
Capital- Sweden -

Total Population:
16,330, 000
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Norden Stamp Series

1989 - Common Theme - National Costumes
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Finland

Norway

In 1956, the five original Scandinavian nations agreed to form a Nordic council to foster kinship and to
collaborate in culture, tourism, and mail services. October 30*" was declared as Norden Day and the first Norden
series stamps were issued. Viggo Bang, a Danish artist, designed the stamp, which was then engraved by Sven
Ewert of Sweden. The five Whooper swans were inspired by a 1946 poem entitled “Svanerne fra Norden” by
Hans Hartvig Seedorff Pederson. Each country issued a red stamp for mail sent within Scandinavia and a blue

stamp for non-airmail foreign mail.
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NORDEN STAMP SERIES 1969

Thirteen years after the initial stamps, a true series was born when the five nations released a second Norden
issue on February 28, 1969. The design depicts five merchant Viking ships from five different silver coins
(circa 825 a.d.) that were found outside Stockholm Sweden. These joint stamps commemorated the 100th
anniversary of the Nordic Postal treaty and the 50t anniversary of the Nordic Association.




Norden Stamp Series 1969

Sweden First Day Cover
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~DANMARK 775

Denmark

ISLAND iSLAND "

Iceland Norway

SVERIBE

Sweden

A Nordic Conference held in Reykjavik, Iceland in June of 1973 was honored by stamps depicting the Nordic
House in the Icelandic Capital. Two stamps were released on June 26% in all 5 countries. The issue and event
also commemorated the 100t anniversary of Icelandic stamps and the opening of Iceland’s Postal Museum.
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| In 1977, a theme of “Protect the Environment” was reflected in 5 water lilies depicted on green and blue stamps.
| This year also saw the introduction of a posthorn into the design, the emblem of the Nordic Postal Union. ’
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ThePosthorn A symbol for mail delivery

dp

Denmark

Norwegian postcard depicting a
number ofposthornsfound in the
Norway Postal Museum in Oslo

First stamp to include th@osthorn
Kingdom of Hanover Scott #18, released in 1860
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Finland

Iceland

The 1983 theme was travel. Iceland and Norway highlighted glaciers and waterfalls. Finland depicted its rivers,

known for gold panning and running the rapids.

Sweden showed recreation travel with biking and sailing.

Denmark included a map while depicting historical Egeskov castle on one stamp and a natural scene from

Jutland.




1986 Issue honored 5 P
sister cities B (4

Finland ™




NORDEN STAMP SERIES 1986
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In 1986, the Nordic community decided to honor sister cities in the five nations. Denmark chose Aalborg and
Thisted, Finland highlighted Joensuu and Jvaskyla, Iceland showed scenes from the towns of Stykkisholmur and
Seydisfjordur, Norway honored the coastal cities of Alesund and Moss, and Sweden picked Uppsala and
Eskilstuna.
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The five Nordic nations chose national or folk costumes as the theme for 1989 and these sets have been very
The stamps feature traditional costumes of either national or
regional significance. For example, the Icelandic stamps feature national costumes, the Upphlutur and the
Peysufét, while Norway selected regional folk costumes from the Setesdal (women) and Kautokeino (men)

popular for a number of topical collections.

regions.

Sweden




Alandlslands, Faroe Islands, and Greenland join in 1991

Greenland

Greenland:

Population 57,700 &
Capital- Godthab

Territory of Denmark

Faroe Islands:

Population 49,500
Capital- Térshavn
Territory of Denmark

Alandlslands:
Population 28,300 )N

CapitalgMariehamn gy |
Territory of Finland
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NORDEN STAMP SERIES 1991

Denmark Faroe Islands

Kalaaliit Nunaat - Granland Bl alaalit Nunaat - Grenland
SZ S 850

Iceland

iSLAND Jokulsarlon ‘

Aland, Faroe Islands, and Greenland joined the Nordic Group of Nations in 1991. The 8 member nations chose
Tourism as an initial theme for the larger group and a varied set of stamps emerged. From the beaches of
Denmark, the glaciers of Greenland, and the geysers of Iceland and to the top of the world at Nordkapp, Norway
and to kayaking and biking on the Aland Islands the nations showed off their attractive tourist venues.




NORDEN STAMP SERIES

Faroe Islands
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The tourism theme was repeated in 1993 as all 8 nations issued a pair of stamps. Theme parks were featured by
Denmark (Tivoli) and Sweden (Liseburg). Greenland and Faroe Islands depicted coastal and rural scenery.
Norway promoted boating while Iceland recognized the attractions of geothermal bathing.




Global Stamp News, 1994

A Nordic Omnibus

By Christer Brunstrom

his month'’s column is particularly

intended for those who are on a
limited stamp budget or who would like
to start a sideline collection. With so
many new issues each year, it might be
a good idea to limit your collecting inter-
est to a particular topic. My suggestion
is a collection of Norden stamps. In this
way you will be collecting a limited num-
ber of stamps from eight different coun-
tries. The Norden collection will tell you
a lot about Sweden, Finland, Aland,
Denmark, Faroes, Greenland, Iceland

In 1969, the second Nordic omnibus
issue went on sale. This time the stamps
depicted five ships from Viking times.
The design of the ships was based on
silver coins from around 825 a.d. found
in Sweden. The engraver of the issue
was the now world famous Czeslaw
Slania. This issue commemorated two
events: the centenary of Nordic postal

and Norway; these eight nations consti-
tute the Nordic community.

Itall started back in 1956 when it was
-decided to issue stamps marking the
Nordic Day. The Nordic countries form
a group of nations with both linguistic
and historical connections.

Viggo Bang, a Danish artist, produced
the design which was engraved by Sven
Ewert of Sweden. The stamp depicted
five flying Whooper Swans intended to
symbolize the five Nordic nations of
Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark and
Iceland. All five countries released iden-
tical stamps; in fact, most if not all were
printed in Stockholm. Shown here in Fig-
ure 1 is the Icelandic 1.50 kr stamp. In
my opinion, it is an impressive design of
classic beauty.

Figure 1

Figure 2

cooperation and the 50th anniversary of
the Norden societies.

In 1973, a Nordic conference was held
in Reykjavik, Iceland. To mark the occa-
sion, all five nations released two iden-
tical stamps depicting the Nordic House
in the Icelandic capital. In 1977, the
fourth Norden stressed the importance
to protect the environment. So far, all
stamps from all five participating nations
had had identical designs.

A major change took place in connec-
tion with the fifth Norden issue in 1980.
The theme selected was 19th century;

applied art. In 1983, the ten stamps fea-
tured travel in the Nordic countries. |
Three years later, the seventh Norden
issue depicted sister towns on ten dif-
ferent stamps.

The eighth Norden issue of 1989 is
quite attractive as it shows national cos-
tumes from the five participating nations.

The Norden issues are released ap-
proximately every two years and in 1991
it was time for a new issue. The theme
(topic) for the 1991 issue was tourism.
However, the major development as far
asthe Norden issues are concerned was
the fact that Greenland, Faroes and
Aland issued their first Norden stamps.
We have a most interesting group of 16
different stamps featuring a wide vari-
ety of tourist attractions.

The first 1956 issue had identical in- |
taglio-printed designs. In 1991, only
Sweden issued intaglio-printed stamps; |
the seven other nations released offset
printed stamps. Shown here in Figure
2 is the 1991 stamp issued by Denmark.
It is a delightful 3.50 kr stamp showing ‘
a beach scene on the island of Fana. ‘

Tourism was once again the subject |

for the tenth Norden issue released last |
year. | suppose we can expect the next
Norden issue some time in 1995.

So far, slightly more than 110 differ-
ent Norden stamps have been released
and the good thing is that they are all
affordable in MNH condition. As the
Norden stamps were generally issued
in the most used denominations, all of

them are readily available in used con-
dition. A complete collection of Norden
stamps constitutes a varied and color-
ful picture album of the Nordic area.

lllustrated First Day Covers are avail-
able for all the years and such a collec-
tion would also be quite inexpensive but
more time would probably be needed to
locate all the different covers.







