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Once upon-.a time in.Francee
of a postage stamp from design through to its printing and - *

uses.. 't deals with the 192
part'of a set commemorating the 1924 Paris Olympic Games.
‘Unl i ke todayods modern.issues,

went through a laborintensive process.




| Stamp catalog : Stamp > Olympic Games

~This stamp depicts Milo,

a famous wrestler born = . wetet Tl i

in Croton, .southern_Italy, . om0

INn what was then a I Hmsw'” S
"Greek colony. He won -

once in boys wrestling atjfi

the 60th Olympiad in ‘

540 BC, and five times jmmsblliczat e e v o

as an adult in the 62nd D - e et

- imperforate (3),

tO 66th Olymplad, 532 ' ' -double impression of the center (b).

variety:

to 5 16 ] B C : moved under
. ' Postes France crossed and white column

24 x40 mm
Black | Brown red

Edmond Henri Becker
Stamp
Commemeorative
comb13% x 14
Typoagraphy

Find similar items on eBay




. DESIGN- .
~The stamp creation process starts with
an artist drafting sketches of design
ideas. Often they start out as rough
images that eventually progress to
‘large drawings or paintings of what is
hoped would be finally accepted. ‘This
IS the final artwork designed by
Edmond Henri Becker submitted to
French postal officials for their
approval, modeled after a sculpture 1in
the Louvre Museum in Paris.




As this stamp uses two colors, both
black and brownred elements needed
to be engraved separately, eventually
coming together | n the final stage.

I\/Iaster engraver .GDaussyproduced.
dies for the frame and vignette.

Here is a die proof of the frame in
violet brown-ink and prlnted on glossy
'paper




. It was common practice to print examples of die proofs in
various trial colors and on dlfferent types of paper.

red

dark blue



. The vignette, modeled after the marble sculpture of Milo from
1768 by Edme Dumont, underwent several color trials. |

blue®™ : red w/printing brown w/printing
block surround _block surrqund



~With the final die completed, duo color trial proofs began.
'Here are a few with printing block surround ink added

orange-brown
and black

dark orange
and black

dull red and blacgk
(as issued)

. red-brown and
dark blue



eéand here-. are some without

- grey
and red

rose and purple
| ' .green and black
« bright mauve and

: dark purple
light blue and black : g



“Finhal proofs in the approved colors.

SUPPRIME

final proof pull,

Jan. 5, approved
Jan.’8, 1924 .

(b Fowot (724 (unique, now at

.engraver signed presentation proof with 2 i e the Lausanne
- control holes (1 of 10) ; Olympic Museum)
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PRODUCTION

~The stamps were printed by the
French Government Printing Works
by typography, the opposite of
- engraving, where the design is
‘raised In relief above the printing
plate that gets inked and under
oressure transfers the image to the
paper. Each press sheet contained
150 stamps cut in half (2 panes of
/5 each) when delivered to post
offices per this dlagram
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Top pane

th 2 gutters between blocks of 5x5 stamps.

layout w
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. The stamps were printed daily on Press #9 between Friday,
May 2 to Thursday, May 8 with the exception of Sunday, May'4.
when the facility was closed. Plate inScriptions are dated.

thinner yellowish
paper variety
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A diamond control mark was placed on every 10 sheet when
“received and reviewed by the quallty control acceptance team. .

£ ST :
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~The stamp set was issued on April 1, 1924.. By law the |
stamps would only be on sale for four months until July 31;
like their 1.896 Olympic predecessors Intended as a short
term fund raiser. They were demonetized on Septem ner 30
“and the remaining balance destroyed. |




A llmlted presentation proof sheet was given to government
officials and dignitaries on the release of the issue.

between
135-153
produced in
2 varieties-
with a
control hole
d and without-
I ERETE]
_distributed
at the UPU
meeting in
Stockholm
July and
_Aug. 1924
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“Accordingtotheo Cat al ogue Descript
Franced (2nd edition, 1949)
Philatelique de Paris, three shadevarieties exist due to
different ink mixes used, given these color deS|gnat|ons

| Reported prlnted were 25, OOO sheets of 1505tamps each.
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dull red and black brown red and gray black light orange red and black’

18



lored

the

HCO

b
stamp

AS a

tration of
both the frame

regis

E.BECKER.Del,

and vignette was

paramount

ent

@) mWJ
C o =G
.._U.UgW
c o ©9=
= .,nlaa .
Og S = 9
o) -© C.mb
c O O ‘0
T = T N »
> O o ©® O
S 2 o< o

E.BECRER.Del,

19



Rere is only one constant plate flaw known for this issue.
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Nom:onstant varletles are known

Sl el e

imperforate

 paper fold

printed on
. the gum
side, when
one sheet
was
inserted
improperly
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_Printing EFOs (errors, freaks and oddities) exist.

)Jr‘)lomcooooblttocvvoooooo COEP w Y OTVRRE T S

vignette setoff, full and partial

< A :".f._.. - e e
' %ﬂ@ﬂﬁfﬂ@n@"}-f ETHENE

known but not shown:
Agummed on front and back =~ *
vignette double printed, one of-two pairs known Aframe printed on the gum side

PO NGl Naddaaddrddvvrtunnan



" USE
~The 30 centime value stamp singularly paid.the basic printed
matter rate of 50-100 grams to nelghborlng SW|tzerIand |
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newspaper, mai[ed July 16 from Paris to.Zurich
received July 17, readdressed and forwarded

Basel with CC perfin from the bankg
Credit Commermal de France '
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l'n most cases It -Uupas susaenp a D
specific rate. S S |

domestic fegjistered + insured letter

Total Postage = 1.25 Francs
25 centimes letter rate
60 centimes registration fee
40 centimes insurance fee
(for items valued to 1,000 Francs)

Paid for by
2 x 30 centimes
50 centimes'
. 15 centimes




And anot her é

international letter
(sent via surfac

Total Postage = 75 centimes
0-15 grams

Paid for by:
30 centimes
45 centimes

to the USA



And

anot her é

military airmail
(Ietter sent free of postage,
but airmail surcharge required)

Total Postage = 50 centimes
Paid for hy:

30 centimes
2 X 10 centimes
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. Sometimes use of the stamp(s) overpaid a rate.

Fariafy g

2\ JEUX OLYMPIQUES
i PARIS
£

3/ MAITJUIN=JUILLET
S 1024

”

" domestic letter
25 centimes (< 20 g)

.Henri VERA

Ingénieur A et M
11. rue Alsace-Lorraine
ROUEN (S°f)

overpaid by 5 centimes
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‘And anothere

Neeo murod et

1 L JCQ-ATHER
AN 317

B T S ——

' V/(" { tee )

domestic registered letter

85 centimes correct rate

25 centimes letter rate (< 20 g) |

60 centimes registration fee

paid for with
3 x 30 centimes

overpaid by 5 centimes
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~And another.

CARTE £OSTA I{EU\(

\ p—— Q L9
- La Correspondance au recic n'e t/;pc;é E“'“e cl"par tous des pays gir

(Se rerraxgz e':‘. ) ?l. : : 4 [0 .
A2 iurﬁl J international postcard

~ Cerrespondance _-‘fj"f;'. tAdresse 4

" 15 centimes correct rate «
(for up to 5 words)

Paid for with
~ 30 centimes

overpaid by 15 centimes

. ' . . - AS



This set, of course, was
Issued to promote the
VIII Olympiad in Paris
from May 4 - July 27

‘featuring 44 teams,
3,088 athletes and
126 events. The
Olympic Village had its
own post office, 7 mall
boxes and its own hand
cancel. '

VIl OLYMBIADEIPARIS 1924

‘ opening day Olympic Village cancel

of May 5 on cover to Czechoslovakia
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Records show 10,000 30 centime Milo stamps were supplied
“to the Olympic Village Post Offlce along with the others from
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correct 45 centimes poétcard rate (with,over 5 words) to German.y
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_Athletes, trainers and officials took time to write home.

C (Burlot
P,

7 caL / i i i .
PBordearex T B domestic registered letter

Total Postage = 1.05 Francs
45 centimes letter rate
(for 20-50 grams)
~ 60 centimes registration fee
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posted July 25, days before the close of the Olympic Village on July 28 reverse
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~Postcards proved
to be popular
souvenirs-to
Olympians and -
‘commoners alike,
showing
1768 work and -
Pierre P
earlier marble |
death sculpture of
Milo of 1682.

Dumont sculpture

' Puget sculpture

. Dumont sculpture
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