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US Railroads in 1870
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President Harding Calls Out the Marines

From 19191921, $6 million was lost to mail robbers.
PMG Hays asked President Harding to use Marines to guard the mail.

On Nov 7, 1921, Harding directed Sec. of the Navy Edwin Denby to
comply.

2200 men and 53 officers were deployed across the nation from bases
In San Diego and Virginia.

Between the time the marines were deployed and March 15, 1922,
when they were withdrawn, not one mail robbery was reported.
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shoot and shoot to kill. There is no compromise In this battle with bandits. If
two Marines guarding a mail car, for example, are suddenly covered by a
robber, neither must hold up his hands, but both must begin shooting at
once. One may be killed, but the other will get the robbers and save the mail.
When our Marine Corps men go as guards over the mail, that mail must be
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More Crime and a Second Deployment
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registered mail.

By 1926, crime was rampant and PMG Harry New asked congress for funds
for a special armed guard force and armored rail cars.

While this was being done, the Marines were again called out. Both the
robbers and marines were armed with automatic rifles and Thompson

submachine guns.

;I'hheprre)algine force was replaced, in Feb 1927, with guards working directly for
e .



Small Post Offices Still in Danger

Robberies were not limited to big shipments by rail.
Small post offices were robbed of mail and stamps.
Stamps were funneled into Chicago and sold to businesses at discounts

The PMG developed a plan to overprint stamps in each state to detect
out of state sales.
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Postal Bulletin Announcements April 1929

OnApril 9:
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AUse supply ofinsurchargedstamps until exhausted.

ANo official First Day of Use for any Post Office.

APostmasters not to accept mail orders for stamps outside of state.

AFirst Day of Issue covers will be sold in Washington DC on May 1, 1929

AFtirst order of stamps from collectors should not include other varieties of
stamps

On April 3@
APostmasters should ngirecancethese stamps.



Official FDC from Washington D.C.

ROYCE A. WIGHT
ANDOVER, MASS,
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Unofficial Earliest Know Usages

All 22 stamps were used on cover prior to May 1, 1929. The earliest
dates are listed in the Scott catalog in the First Day Covers section.

VIA AIR MAIL
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AAccording to the Scott Specialized catalog, First Day Cover section,
Newton was the EKU (4/15/29) location for the 1 cent (658), 6 cent

(664), and 8 cent (666) issues.

AColby, Ks was the EKU location for the other 8 stamps on April 16. A
set of 11 matched covers sold for 7500 in Siegel sale 894, lot 448.

AThe covers below, not in my collection, are all from various Regency
Superior sales.

AThey indicate that Newton only had the three stamps in stock on April
15, Three of the covers are overpaid for the endorsed services.



Mo

P4 ';XPR\B

-

N o S 8 N 7D o o
\;jgg}&\ RN ABPR |5 % b e
ST B Botin Mg g v
e g = |929 m\“'—-u——-ﬂ N i 7

\\

__%
/rA ‘\Q%} :_.."/'—“ AT ]
SRR g Naneny, w‘"”——u-—..\“ i ’

o r—m—

o
ARINE
SAPRI5 Z) <
B80py  &F
1929 S 4 i
/rA“cJ. =




Not FDCs (but listed on EBAY as such)




No Precancels?




Initial Collection Guidelines

AMailed from within state
APaying proper postage
ANon-philatelic

A~$10 per cover

ATry to avoid fakes

Most of these rules were broken.



US Postage Rates in 1929

First class mail
Postal Card 1c
Regular Mail 2c
Air Mall 5c first oz. 10c each add. oz.
Other
3'd Class (Including unsealed greeting cards) 1Y4c
Special Delivery 10c surcharge
Registration 15c surcharge



1 cent Postal Card




1 % Cent Third Class Mall

PRINTED MATTER FROM
THE METZINGER SALES SERVICE
METZINGER, NEBR,

NORMAN BARCUS

P.O.BOX 1054
DETROIT, MIiCH.

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

Mr Ernest Lyson

8 Hutchins Street

Denielson, Connecticut

Postmaster: If forwarded to a new address

or | Form 3547 |

Postage for notice gu ranteed

notify di




2 Cent Regular Mall

FROM

g
TSI
S sEPiT Z)
2\ TP

=¢ /
\ 79z

Omaha School Supply Co.,

School Furniture and Text Books % 2 ? CZa—/n%/M/

OMAHA ( : @M

1113-1115-1117 Nicholas Street NEBRASKA )7 2 z



2¢c Regular Mag Corner Advertising

H. LEARMAN /
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& OF AMERICA
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Multiple Rate Domestic Mail or Philatelic?




5 Cent Air Mall
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5 Cent Air Malil with other i1ssues




5 Cent Air Malil with other Issues
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1 % cent (%' Class Greetlng Card




Special Delivery 10 Cent Surcharge

ter 8 _4days, return to




Registration 15 Cent Surcharge




Registration 15 Cent Surcharge w/other issue



