Hey, Turn Me Over!

As Seen on the Back Side of a Stamp

by Tom Fortunato

A presentation for the
Rochester Philatelic Association




We philatelists have a habit of mainly concerning
ourselves with what appears on the face of a stamp.
But on a small fraction of the million-plus different
postage stamps issued to date around the world
youoll find something ot
and maypegumoand | donot mean

Hereos a sample of some
unexpected things you can discover just by turning
stamps over.




A brief outline of categories being presented.:

A Advertising A Philatelic Marks

A Coinage A Security
A Counters A Stamp Production

A Descriptors A Technology
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Origins

|l n t he Db e dtishouldiconmg as no surprise i
that Great Britain, the originator of the postage
stamp, would be the first to experiment with stamp
underprints. Pilfering of stamps from businesses by
employees was rampant. The Post Office offered to
print a companyO0s name o0
In the color of the stamp, before gumming, to prove
its ownership. Only five companies took part in the
program, which ran from 1866-1882. Perkins,

Bacon and Co. underprinted stamps until 1879, and
De La Rue and Co. In the latter three years.




Origins

J. and C Boyd & CO 1866'1880 (Warehousemen)
W. H Smlth and SOﬂ 1867'1880 (Newsagents, stationers and booksellers)
Copestake, Moore, Crampton, & Co. 1867-1882

(Mail order company)

OXfOrd UnlOn SOCIEty 1871'1880 (Oxford University debating society)
Great Eastern Railway 1873-1880 raiway company)




Origins
The idea caught on and several firms made their

own unofficial underprints by printing on top of the
gum In black ink. Most were on Victorian issues,

but at least two firms are
known on Edward VIl and
George V stamps. An
example of a printing roller
offered for sale Is here.
Perfins eventually became
the preferred anti-theft
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Origins

A few unofficially printed examples are below.
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Advertising

Advertising

Pear so Soap adverti semen
printed on the gum side of some British stamps
from the 1880s by De La Rue and Company.
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Advertising
Perhaps knowi ng about GB&
Zealand Post and Telegraph saw money to be
mad e . -n Julby, 1892 -an
to three businessmen to solicit advertisers and
provide electrotype settings for the future printing of
advertisements on the pre-gummed reverse of the
current set of definitives from 1d to 1 shilling. Three
different advert settings were used on sheets of 240
stamps each. Black, blue, brown, red brown, red,
green or lilac inks were used, with ads offering a
wide variety of everyday products and services.




Advertising

The first ad stamps were available in post offices In
February 1893.
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Advertising

The campaign was a flop for the post office,
cancelled after only 7¢ months into the three year
contract. The public was appalled that they were
forced to view ads when licking a stamp. The ad ink
and stamp gum did not bond well, resulting In
partially sticking stamps, often needing brushed-on
gum to adhere to an envelope.
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Advertising

Backing paper on die cut stamps and their peelable
sheet were the perfect place for advertlsmg
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Advertising

Between 1962-67 the French pharmaceutical firm
Laboratoire Veyron-Froment of Marsellles prepared
mail to doctors advertising their products, including
iInexpensive stamps that they underprinted.

~ «~  arthrodont
premiére pate gingivo-dentaire ee {
eow v

anti-inflammatoire Ae t it premiére pate gingivale anti-inflammatoire
e fait cesser trés rapidement

o . EW
e\q‘t‘u les crises gingivo-dentaires douloureuses
a r r O des parodontopathies.
Appliqué en brossage ou en massage des gencives,

I'ARTHRODONT entraine une sédation rapide et durable des
"ite wous ces timbres phénoménes subjectifs, et essentiellement de la douleur : dou-

"'“n\\

T ‘ leur aigué de la crise, hyperesthésie chronique intercritique
;" - ol des gencives, sensibilité au contact, paresthésies (sensation
? de dent allongée), prurit. De plus, il agit sur gingivorragies de

toute crigine

Cette action originale est due a l'acide g "jrrhﬂtlmqaﬂ Extrait de la réglisse, cet acide exerce sur les
manifestations inflammatoires une action harquée comparable a celle de la cortisone. Comme les dérives
‘ cortisoniques, il développe des propriétés aﬂti-a"ergicucs. Mais a encontre de la cortisone et de ses

dérivés il ne présente aucune toxicité.
Par ailleurs, 'acide glycyrrhétinique exerce une action bactérioslalique locaic dont sont dépourvus les
dérivés hormonaux anli-inflammatoires.
’ MODE D'EMPLOI -
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en m @ Ou en ives 2 & rjor Chaque 103 que ce!a est possibie

LABORATOIRE VEYRON-FROMENT — T2-80, Rue Monte-Cristo - 13 - MARSEILLE IV
Imprimorie Balle-cde-Mal - Murayille




Advertising

Be on the lookout for stamps from this time period
for examples like these, which command high
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premiums when identified properly.

arthrodont-
dental
hygiene

toothpaste

Viberol
tyrothricine-
skin drying

agent

TYROTHRICINE

VIBEROL
TYROTHRICINE




Advertising

A large lot of Veyron-Froment underprints.
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Advertising

Tourism was the theme of this 1971 issue from
Mauritius in the Indian Ocean extoling its natural
wonders on the depicted scenes as well as related
text on each reverse, a veiled advertisement.




Several sets from Norfolk Islands die
cut shaped stamps of 1978 featured
backings promoting the country.

T The aivis Perfumed on 4
Noxrfolk Island.
Tlxe scent of wil(l orange anJ
: lemon Llosmma, of pine nceJles,
b ! of guavas of innumerable flowers
> along every path and road.

Norfolk Island is the original 3

home thhe worldfamous
Norjbik Pine

now flourishing in every
temperate corner gf the globe.

Norfolk Island for water
sports, swimming, boating
and secluded beaches.
Skin diving amidst
unbelievably varied
tropical fish. Angling from
shore for supper or deep
water trophy seeking.

Every corner of Norfotk
Island with its beautiful
beaches, picnicing areas
and spectacular cliff views
is accessible by road.
Some hundred miles;
with low price
self hire cars for visitors:

Norfolk Island current
Ppostage stamps and future
New Issues plus First Dgy
Covers are available to
Philatelists and others
interested. Enguiries should be
atrmailed to:-

Philatelic Section
Administration Offices
Kingston

Norfalk Isiand 2899
South Pacific

SOYEARS OF GUIDING 1028 - Grg

Advertising

Norfolk Islandi
possesses several
unique species plus
many birds found only

in.the North Tasman
Cma

Norfolk'Istand is a tiny
“Island, but few places
in the world have such
a variety of scenery
within so small a
compass. Vtales-and
Dales, Peaks and Valleys,
Pasture land-and Virgin
forest

r (ohfom

Nine hundred miles from
. ' Sydney, six:hundred from
Auckland the round-the-world-
traveller may journey
conveniently from Australia
to New Zealand with a never
to be forgotten break at
Norfolk Island.

From the Hawaii -
Near & Far East U.S.A.
N Europe
A & ’
~ Norfolk sland 2 z
S N ?
N - -~
N 7 Nl ’
Sydney ~ s

Auckland




Coinage
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Colnage

Paper coinage was issued on an emergency basis
several times In the twentieth century due to
dwindling or non-existent metal supply.

Although produced primarily as change, they were
eventually tolerated for use as postage.




Coinage

A coin shortage in Russia in 1915 necessitated
three Romanov definitive stamp designs familiar
with the public to be printed on thin perforated card-
board as a replacement.

-

The reverse translates to, fi'%
NHaving cilrcée:

with sil|lver
and bears the Imperial
arms insignia.
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Coinage

Lower denomination stamp coins were needed In
1916-1 7 , hon par with coppe

1

HONEBHKA. KOom&il

[ o :‘

KN

Umters Umbers
XOMAEHIe Ha- XOH AeHIe Ha-
pasHt cv mba- paBut cb mba-
HOW mMoMeTo#. HOW MOHETOM.

’ |
oy '%‘
f SIS Z %’f'g}é
TaAD a3
| A e

l v s 0 veawm 1 )
Koml. 1 Kom. | KON 2 KO | HOTL. 3 KOIL
Umtern " ’ Umbetdb
X0 AeHie Hapas- ! XomaeHie Hapas- | XOH{AeHie HapaB-
HE cb» mbaHO#M | b cbv mEaHOM | HE c¢b mbaHOA

MOHETOM. : ' MOHETOM.




Coinage
Ukraine declared its independence after the

breakup of the Russian Empire. On April 18, 1918,
the country issued cardboard stamps as currency.
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Counters
%
Counters

Various countries have added counter numbers on

the reverse of coll stamps at regular intervals to

help clerks determine how many remain on the roll

for accounting purposes. Numbers are printed on

the reverse either before or after the gum, counting
backwards from the highest number on the roll at
vari ous I ntervals dependig

wishes, every 5, 10, etc.




Counters

Some examples.
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Descriptors

Descriptors

Of all the things you can find on the reverse of a
stamp, an explanation or further details of what is
depicted is most likely what is written.




Descriptors

Portugal 60s 1895 nNnAscensiI
set of 10 stamps Is one of the earliest, all bearing a
common Latin reverse, quoting St. Bonaventure.

Centenary of Saint Anthony
1195 * 1895

Oh blessed tongue, that ever
praised the Lord, and led others to
praise Him; now it is clear how
great are your merits before God.

St. Bonaventure




Descriptors

Hungaryos 1925 set depic
you read the message on the back that mentions a

100% surtax Is added in support of sporting groups.
Valid from 4/27-

12/31, printing
of 133,738 sets.

: i

(issue
includes the ]
wor | do skl

Scouting
stamp, 1000
krona value)




Descriptors

Montenegroos 1943 1talila
Peter Petrovich Nyegosh and his National Poem.
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Descriptors

Numerous stamps and sets have additional detalls
underneath them, way too many to show here, but
would make a challenging area to collect.
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Philatelic Marks
. > K]
Philatelic Marks

Post-production philatelic identification marks can
be broken down in three categories based on who

made It:

ACollector marks- the owner or former owner of a
stamp

ADealer marks- the seller of the stamp
AExpertmark-guar ant or of a st




Philatelic Marks

Ea‘Ch Owne[ Of the Previous owners and their initials
W O r I d O S r a r This is an ideal opportunity to point out who else has left their mark on this famous
stamp:
most famous stamp,
o3 E « Stuart Weitzman. Outline of a stiletto shoes with ‘SW' initials, pencil
th e B rltl S h G u Ian a 1 « John Eleuthére du Pont. J.E.d.P initials, pencil

« Irwin Weinberg & Associates (who took it on a world tour). IW initials, pencil

Cent magenta, Ieft their e Frederick T. Small. Comet, ink stamp

« Finbar Kenny. 'FK’ (Macy’'s stamps who brokered the sale to F. Small), pencil

th e b aC k R « Ann Hind. Seventeen point star (over the top of her hushand’s mark), ink

stamp

S

o Arthur Hind. Four-leaf clover (under wife's), ink stamp

« Count Ferrary. Circled trefoil (two marks one faint), ink stamp

If you're wondering why Mrs Hind deliberately put her star over her husband's four
leaf clover, it is because when Arthur Hind died he expressly wrote Mrs Hind out of
the stamp collection and crucially the proceeds which would come from the sale of

the One-Cent Magenta.

However, she contested the will, and eventually won the case. When she had the
stamp back in her possession, and before selling, she made a point of attempting to
rid the reverse of his mark.




Philatelic Marks

Dealers have left their mark...
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Philatelic Marks
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Security
. %
Security

Stamp counterfeiting has been a problem since the
first use of postage stamps. In some cases post
office stock was stolen or ravaged by war, needing
some addition to newer stock to differentiate
stamps. Postal administrations have come up with
several ways to imprint the reverse of their stamps
as a security measure, known as control marks.




Security

s sn S0 M A B s A &

Sweden 1886 issue- post horn design Fiume 1918 issue- name pattern

BOCPPETCROER

Queensland 1895 issue- moiré pattern Brazil 1941 issue- three vertical green lines Lebanon 1957 issue- line design




Security

At the turn of the twentieth century Spain started to
print long numbers on the back of its stamps. Why?
Thievery from post offices, with stolen stamps being
taken to other parts of the country. Government
agents would frequent tobacco shops and alike to
make sure only mint stamps with numbers allocated
to their zone were being sold by the business.




Security

Great Britain began a scheme in 1982 selling a

portion of stamps at a discount. They were printed
on the reverse with various designs in light blue for
accounting purposes.

Royal Mail

- otamps
Jen at 124p
Ten at 152p
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Stamp Production

Stamp Production

The act of printing stamps has had both intentional
and unintentional effects on what would eventually
be found on the their reverse.




Stamp Production

Let 60s start with the pap
collectors will note that certain issues were printed

on different types of paper, some recognizable by
what can be found on a s

Bavaria 1875 issue- silk thread paper granite paper guadrille paper




