
A & B  Countries

Those Far Away Places

with Strange Sounding Names

by Paul Brach



Abu Dhabi 43  (1968)



Abu  Dhabi

Sheikdom on the Persian Gulf under British Protection.  

Abu Dhabi is one of six Persian Gulf sheikdoms to join the 
United Arab Emirates, which proclaimed its independence 
Dec. 2, 1971 







Aden  2 (1937)



Aden

A British colony and protectorate in southern Arabia.

Aden used India stamps before 1937.
In January, 1963, the colony of Aden and the sheikdoms
and emirates of the Western Aden Protectorate formed
The Federation of South Arabia.  Stamps of Aden were 
replaced Apr. 1, 1965, by those of the Federation of South 
!Ǌŀōƛŀ όtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ ¸ŜƳŜƴύΦ







Aegean Islands  24(1932)



Aegean  Islands

A group of islands in the Aegean Sea off the coast of Turkey.

They were occupied by Italy during the Tripoli War and were
ceded to Italy by Turkey in 1924 by the Treaty of Lausanne.

Stamps of Italy overprinted with the name of the island were
In use at the post offices maintained in the various islands.

Rhodes, on the island of the same name, was the capital of 
the entire group.





Aitutaki 1 (1903)



Aitutaki

A dependency of New Zealand, Aitutaki is one of the larger 
Cook Islands, in the South Pacific Ocean northeast of New 
Zealand.

Stamps of Cook Islands were used in 1892-1903 and 1932-72.

Aitutakiacquired its own postal service in August 1972, though
Remaining part of the Cook Islands.





Alaouites 28   (1925)



Alaouites 46   (1928)



Alaouites

A division of Syria under French Mandate, in Western Asia.

This territory became an independent state in 1924, although
still administered under the French Mandate.  In 1930, it was
renamed LatakiaŀƴŘ {ȅǊƛŀƴ ǎǘŀƳǇǎ ƻǾŜǊǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ άLattaquieέ
superseded the stamps of Alaouites.





Alberta   AP1 (1936)





Alberta  Prosperity  Stamp

Although not technically money, each prosperity certificate was 
intended to circulate with a value of one dollar.  The intent of 
the program was to keep the certificates circulating and 
discourage hoarding.  To achieve this, a holder had to affix to 
the back of a certificate a 1-cent stamp before the end of every 
week, for the certificate to maintain its validity.  

As the Program intended, possessors of the certificates tried to 
avoid having to purchase and affix the stamps, by spending the 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ŜȄǇƛǊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ certificates 
then fell into the hands of merchants, who would then purchase 
and affix stamps to Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΩ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅΦ



Alexandretta  14 (1938)



Alexandretta

A political territory under French Mandate in northern
Syria, bordering on Turkey.

Included in the Syrian territory mandated to France 
under the Versailles Treaty, the name was changed to 
Hatayin 1938.  The following year, France returned the
Territory to Turkey in exchange for certain concessions.





Alexandria

4 18(1899) (1902)



Alexandria

French post offices were formerly maintained in
Alexandria and Port Said, as  French Offices in Egypt.





Allenstein 21 (1920)



Allenstein

A district of East Prussia, Allensteinheld a plebiscite 
in 1920 under the Versailles Treaty, voting  to join 
Germany rather than Poland.  Later that year, 
Allensteinbecame part of the German Republic.







Alsace   N42   (1940)



Alsace

[ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ the west 
bank of the upper Rhine adjacent from Germany and 
Switzerland.





Alwar 2   (1877)



Alwar

A feudatory State of India, lying southwest of
Delhi in the Jaipur Residency.







Amoy   LA-1    (1895)



Amoy

Southeast coast of China, Fujian Province.  Former home of 
egrets.  Known as Xiamen and The Egret Island.
The island is joined to the P.R. China by two causeways.

A United Kingdom treaty port from 1842-1912.

The British established the first treaty ports in China at the 
Conclusion of the First Opium War by the Treaty of Nanking in
1842.  

(Treaty Ports = name given to port cities that were opened to 
Foreign trade with the Western Powers)





Angra 1   (1892)



Angra

A district of Portugal and an administrative
district of the Azores, consisting of the 
islands of Terceira, Sao Jorge and Graciosa.




