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Years of personal research by Larry L. Rausch of Rochester, New York have resulted in 
a new book dealing with “Wheel of Fortune” cancellations widely used throughout the 
U.S. in the late 19th and early 20th century along with a handful of towns in Mexico and 
Guatemala. 
 
“Wheel of Fortune Cancellation” is a 136 page work in full color that documents and 
illustrates over 1,050 town dater and canceller postmarks in state and town name order.  
Many markings were painstakingly redrawn to clearly and accurately reproduce their 
intricacy.  Almost 300 covers are also shown to augment the listing. 
 
In his introduction Rausch goes into detail about the seller of the handstamp devices 
themselves, the F. P. Hammond Company of Chicago, IL and later Aurora, IL that sold 
them to post offices.  Covers from 1880 to 1917 have been found with the common 
petal wedge design.   
 
“My interest in these cancels began from articles written by postal historian Roger 
Curran. Collector Arthur Beane intended to write a book on the subject but never did,” 
says Rausch.  “My engineering background drew me to their fascinating design and I 
wanted to learn more about them.  I hope my book sparks interest and collaboration 
among other collectors of this cancellation. Updates will be made available as new 
information comes forward.” 
 
The author offers the book as a free downloadable PDF eBook from the Rochester 
Philatelic Association’s web site at www.rpastamps.org/wof.html.  It is also available as 
a spiral-bound printed version for $21 postpaid to US addresses.  Orders, inquiries and 
updates may be sent to: Larry Rausch, 1403 Rivers Run, Rochester, NY 14623, or 
emailed to stonywoods840@gmail.com. 
 
 

 


