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NEW YORK WHEEL OF FORTUNE CANCELLATIONS 
 

By: Larry Rausch 

 
This article details those towns in the state of New York 

that I have identified that used the Wheel of Fortune cancel. 

  In the November 2005 U.S. Cancellation Club News 

issue, Arthur Beane announced a project to produce a monograph 

on the Wheel of Fortune cancels. I’ve taken up the task to 

complete this monograph. 

  You can help by providing any additional covers that I 

have not identified and forward photo scans of these covers to me 

at stonywoods840@gmail.com . Duplicates would also be 

appreciated.       
                  
          Figure 1. Wheel of Fortune cancel. 

 
In 1880 the F.P. Hammond Co. of Aurora, Illinois, introduced the canceller seen in Figure 

1. Today this fancy rubber canceller is called Wheel of Fortune (WOF).  The highly detailed 

stamper was made possible with the invention of vulcanized rubber. The Peerless Vulcanizer shown 

on the 1898 cover below in Figure 2 may have been the type of machine to make the Wheel of 

Fortune device. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Cover bearing the corner card of The J. F. Dorman Co. and their Peerless Vulcaniers. 
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The first advertisement for 

the Wheel of Fortune appeared in 

the January 1881 issue of the   U.S. 

Official Postal Guide. This 

advertisement is seen in Figure 3.  

Although this ad depicts 

postmarks dating in the 1870’s, the 

earliest WOF postmark found to 

date is February 26, 1880 from New 

Lisbon, Wisconsin.  

Note the advertisement 

illustrates a “Best Offer Yet”, where 

the canceller and kit cost only $3.00. 

New York has no covers 

dated in 1880-- the earliest is dated 

June 19, 1882 from Ouaquaoga 

(Broome), NY. A scan of this cover 

is shown in Figure 4. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. 1881 advertisement for the Wheel of Fortune cancellers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Earliest reported New York Wheel of Fortune cancel is 1882 from Ouaquaga (Broome), NY. 
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Figure 5 shows the seven different cancellations found on WOF covers. There are six 

duplex and one with only the WOF die, coupled with many different circular date stamps as shown 

on the West Hampton (Suffolk), New York cover seen in Figure 6. On this cover each stamp is 

cancelled with the use of a simplex, Type 0, WOF. 

 
Figure 5. The various types of Wheel of Fortune cancels; one single and six duplexed. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 6. Multiple use of the Type 0 cancellation a cover from West Hampton (Suffolk), NY. 

 

The 1995 book Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894 by James M. 

Cole listed a total of 353 US towns using the WOF cancel; for New York he listed 26 towns. Also, 

the Kelleher Auction of the 2011 Arthur Beane sale had 66 New York WOF covers listed. To date, 

79 different New York towns have been identified as shown in Figures 7-9. Figures 10-16 show 

some examples of Wheel of Fortune postmarked covers. 
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Figure 7. 
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Figure 8. 
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Figure 9. 
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Figure 10. Bangall (Dutchess) August 13, 1884. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11. Bay Shore (Suffolk) January 26, 1885. 
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Figure 12. Groveland (Livingston) October 10, 1887. 

 

 
Figure 13. Morrisonville (Clinton) April 18, 1887. 

 

 
Figure 14. Odessa (Schuyler) March 18, 1884. 
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Figure 15. Oramel (Allegany) June 30, 1884. 

 

 

 
Figure 16. Vernon Centre (Oneida) August 30, 1893. 

 

Larry Rausch may be reached at  stonywoods840@gmail.com . 
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