
Illinois Wheel of Fortune Cancellation 
                           by Larry Rausch 

In 1880 the F.P. Hammond Co. of Aurora, Illinois, introduced the  canceller (Fig. 1). 
Today this fancy rubber canceller is called Wheel of Fortune (WOF).  The highly 
detailed  stamper was made possible with the invention of vulcanized rubber. The 
Peerless Vulcanizer  shown on the 1898 cover below (Fig. 2) may have been the type of 
machine to make the Wheel of Fortune device. 

 

Fig. 1 

This article details  those towns using the Wheel of 
Fortune postmark that I have identified for the states of 
Illinois. 
  
In the November 2005 U.S. Cancellation Club News 
issue, Arthur Beane announced a project to produce a 
monograph on the Wheel of Fortune cancels. I’ve taken 
up the task to complete this monograph. 
 
 Here is where you can help… by providing any 
additional covers that I have not identified and forward 
photo scans of these Covers to me at 
stonywoods840@gmail.com . All state towns and 
duplicates would also be appreciated. 

Figure 2. Illustrated advertising cover for the “Peerless Vulcanizers” which made 
rubber handstamp devices, like the Wheel of Fortune killer, possible. 
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The  first advertisement for 
the WOF appeared in the 
January 1881  U.S. Official 
Postal Guide (Fig. 3). 
Although this ad depicts 
postmarks dating in the 
1870’s, the earliest WOF 
postmark found to date is 
February 26, 1880 from New 
Lisbon, Wisconsin. Illinois has 
many  covers dated in 1880– 
one of the earliest is dated 
October 12, 1880 from 
Clifton, Illinois (Fig.4) .  
. 
  
 
 
 
(Note: In the advertisement 
under “Best Offer”, this 
Canceller and kit cost $3.00.) 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

Clifton, Illinois 
Oct. 12, 1880 



Reference: 
1) Cancellations and Killers  of the Banknote Era 1870-1894  James M Cole 
2) US Cancellation Club News 
3) Kelleher Auctions sale #623  January 14, 2011      Arthur Beane 
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Wheel of Fortune cancels/killers were generally used in conjunction (as a duplex) with 
town postmarks, as shown (Fig. 5) in Types 1 through 6; however, the WOF is known 
stand-alone as well (Type 0) as shown in the Homer, Illinois cover (Fig. 6). 

The 1995 book “ Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894” by James M. 
Cole  listed a total of 353 US towns using the WOF cancel;  for Illinois he listed 50 
towns. Also the Kelleher Auction of the 2011 Arthur Beane sale had 63 Illinois WOF 
covers listed. To date, 92 different Illinois towns have been identified (Fig. 7-9). Some of 
these Wheel of Fortune Postmark covers follow this article. 

Figure 5 

Fig 6 Homer, Illinois  Nov. 29, 1880 



Figure 7 



Figure 8 



Figure 9 



Amboy, Illinois 
(Lee) 
Apr 4, 1882 

Annawan, Illinois 
(Henry) 
Oct 15, 1886 

Augusta, ILLs 
(Hancock) 
Sep 8, 1884 



Bath, ILL 
(Mason) 
Aug 26, 1885 

Beecher, Illinois 
(Will) 
Mar 16, 1883 

Belle Rive, ILL 
(Jefferson) 
Oct 15, 1881 



Berwick, ILL 
(Warren) 
Jun 11, 1883 

Bluff Springs, Illinois 
(Cass) 
Nov 10, 1885 

Boyleston, ILL 
(Wayne) 
Jul 2, 1885 



Brimfield, ILL 
(Peoria) 
Jul 11, 1884 

Butler, ILLS 
(Montgomery) 
Aug 17, 1885 

Channahon, ILLS 
(Will) 
Jan 4, 1884 



Courtland Sta., ILLs 
(DeKalb) 
Apr 8, 1883 

Danforth, ILLS 
(Iroquois) 
Sep 14, 1885 

Delavan, Illinois 
(Tazewell) 
Jun 23, 1887 



Gardner, Ill 
(Grundy) 
Nov 21, 1881 

Greenfield, Illinois 
(Greene) 
Jul 5, 1883 

Harrisonville, Illinois 
(Monroe) 
Jan 23, 1892 



Hebron, ILLS 
(McHenry) 
Nov 19, 1883 

Hillsborough, ILL 
(Montgomery) 
Apr 14, 1884 

Laneville, Illinois 
(Sangamon) 
May 9, 1889 



Marengo, Illinois 
(McHenry) 
May 27, 1882 

Meriden, ILL 
(LaSalle) 
Mar 6, 1884 

Milan, Illinois 
(Rock Island) 
 



Norris City, Illinois 
(White) 
May  17, 1882 

North Alton, ILL 
(Madison) 
Aug 19, 1889 

Pulaski, ILL 
(Pulaski) 
Feb 14, 1890 



Ridge Farm, ILL 
(Vermillion) 
Jun 30, 1888 

River Forest, ILLS 
(Cook) 
Sep 24, 1888 

Rosemond, ILL 
(Christian) 
Jun 6, 1893 



South Evanston, ILL 
(Cook) 
Feb 26, 1884 

St. Francisville, ILL 
(Lawrence) 
Jun 5, 1885 

Tower Hill, ILL 
(Shelby) 
Nov 30, 1887 



Tucker, ILL 
(Washington) 
Feb 3, 1891 

West McHenry, ILL 
(McHenry) 
Jun 1, 1886 

Weston, Illinois 
(McLean) 
Sep 8, 1883 


