The Pennsylvanian - NYC to Chicago - A Postal History
Notable Railroad Route With Stops In Six States

Purpose: To portray the daily route oi the Pennsylvanian utilizing postal covers retlecting the 28 RR towns along

route. The exhibit provides a perspective illustrating the posting of mail from these 28 P, O.s with markings.
ates. and rates New York City 1o Chicago.

Organizational Format: The journey ingugurates at the eastern terminus (NYC) and proceeds the 925 rail miles

westward to Chicago. the end of the hine. This story does not overlook the return trip as a few stops are only on the

easthound return run and/or only used on Sundavs. This exhibit underscores Post Office acuvity usually foreshad-

owed train development in the United Sttes.  The Exhibit recognizes the historical impact made by the growth. par-

tcularly cast w west, of this significant railroad route “viz a viz™ the postal distribution and population levels.

Scope of covers: 1795 1o 1900
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Ist LS, Mail oo KRR The Post Otfice Depatment recognized the salue of Railroads for mail delivers as earky as November 30, 1832, when 1he stape
couch contrictors on & route from Philadelphis w Lancaster. Pennss bvani, were granted an allowance “far carrving the mail on the railroad as far as
West Chester. Chester County, Pennsy vania (25 miles)




