
T o celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first 
federally issued United States postage 

stamps, an international philatelic exhibition 
was held in New York City during May 1947. 
The show, nicknamed CIPEX, was the largest 
stamp show ever held and the Post Office 
Department was one of the largest supporters. 
Three postal items were released by the P.O.D. 
during the 9-day long show — including a 3¢ 
stamp on the opening day. The stamp depicted 
an early mode of postal transportation, an 
express rider, modern transportation methods, 
as well as the portraits of Washington and 
Franklin used on the first stamps of 1847. 
 

O ver 30,000 collectors attended the show’s 
opening day — over three million 

Centenary Commemorative stamps were sold 
and 712,000 first day covers were processed. As 
could be expected, numerous cachet varieties 
were produced for the issue by a vast number of 
cachetmakers.  
 

C achet variations shown in the exhibit are 
limited to those with design differences only. 

Due to space limitations, cachets printed in more 
than one color are shown only once and the printed 
colors are described in the text. 

1. Production & Issuance 

2. First Cachets 

3. First Day Use 

4. First Day Use to  
Foreign Destinations 

5. Unofficial Cities 

6. Usage 

Exhibit Plan 

Items of note are 
matted in gold 

Plate Block of 6 signed by the designer Leon Helguera on  
May 17, 1947 — the stamp’s day of issue and the first day of CIPEX. 

• Design Sketch and Photographic Models of 

Preliminary Artwork and Progressive Designs 

• Unique Dorothy Knapp, Herman Maul & Walter  

Stawuszewski Hand-Painted Cachets 

• Printing Plates For All Four Artcraft Cachet 

Varieties 

• First Day Uses to French Indo-China, the Canal 

Zone and Malta. 

• Only Large Die Proof in Private Hands • Largest-Documented Multiple First Day Use 

Highlights 

• Discovery Copy of Ralph Duncan First Cachet 


