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Plate block of the 1947 U.S. Postage Stamp Centenary 

Commemorative signed by the designer, Leon Helguera, 

on the day of issue; May 17, 1947.  

 Design sketch and photographic models of 
preliminary artwork and progressive designs 

 Only large die proof in private hands 

 Unique Dorothy Knapp, Herman Maul & 
Walter Stawuszewski hand-painted cachets 

 Printing plates for all 4 Artcraft cachet varieties. 

 Largest-documented multiple First Day Use 

 First day uses to French Indo-China, the Canal 
Zone, Australia and New Zealand. 

 Discovery Copy of Ralph Duncan First Cachet 

I T E M S  o f  I n t e r e s t  

C I P E X  :  T h e  C e n t e n a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P h i l a t e l i c  

E x h i b i t i o n  o f  1 9 4 7  
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E X H I B I T  P L A N  

1. Production & Issuance 
2. First Cachets 
3. First Day Use 
4. First Day Use to Foreign 
5. Destinations  
6. Unofficial Cities 
7. Usage 
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The Centenary International Philatelic 

Exhibition (CIPEX) was held at the 

Grand Central Palace on Lexington 

Avenue in New York City starting on 

May 17th and ending on May 25th, 1947. 

A major facet of the decennial exhibition 

was the 100th anniversary of the issuance 

of the first U.S. postage stamps. As such 

the Post Office Department released the 

commemorative stamp on the first day of 

the show.  

Two days later on the 19th a 15¢ Souvenir 

Sheet depicting the first two U.S. stamps 

(in different colors) was issued. A 5¢ 

airmail stamped envelope followed two 

days later on the 21st. 

The stamp and CIPEX are forever linked 

and many cachets prepared for the first 

day of the centenary commemorative 

depict themes relating to the CIPEX 

show. 

Unique hand-painted cachet by Walter Stawuszewski. 
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Unique Dorothy Knapp hand-painted cachet commissioned by  

Walter Garrett, a Texas Collector. 

CIPEX Souvenir Sheets: As 

the souvenir sheet was issued 

two days after the release of the 

commemorative stamp, it does 

not play much of role in a FDC 

exhibit of the commemorative 

stamp. The same holds true for 

the airmail envelope which was 

released four days later. 

Production Varieties: With 

exception of what is shown in 

the exhibit the Exhibitor is not 

aware of any other production 

varieties. As of this time no 

imperforate copies or plate 

varieties have been reported. 

Cachet Color Varieties: 

Due to space limitations, 

variations of cachet colors are 

noted, but not shown. 

W h a t ’ s  N o t  

H e r e . . .  

Only large die proof known in private hands. No small 

die proofs are known to exist. 

 

 

 


