PAUL von LETTOW-VORBECK:
The Events and Times that Molded the Man

This is a seven frame display exhibit depicting the life of the German General, Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck.
His life is detailed through a series of thematic vignettes referencing the times, events and places that
molded the man into a celebrated soldier, German colonialist, national hero, anti-Nazi activist, author and
politician. The exhibit is divided into four chapters spanning his birth in 1870 to his death in 1964:

Chapter 1: 1870-1900, The Training of a Soldier
Birth in Saarlouis; Military Training; Early Military Experience - The Boxer Rebellion in China.

Chapter 2: 1901-1914, The Molding of a Commander
The Hottentot and Herero Rebellions - German Southwest Africa; Befriending of Jan Smuts; Command Assignments in
Germany; Command in German Kamerun; German Fast Africa Command,

Chapter 3: 1915-1917, Vorbeck's Role in WW I - The German East Africa Front
Relevance of GEA; First Victory - the Battle of Taveta; Battle of Kilimanjaro; Battle of Jassin; Attacks on the British
Railway; Salvage of the Konigsberg: Coastal Watch; Resourcefulness; Importance of GEA Railways; Battles with Jan
Smuts; Receiving the Pour le Mérite; Airship L-59; Evading the British and Allies; Flight to Portuguese East Africa and
Rhodesia.

Chapter 4: 1918-1964, Armistice and Return to Germany
Armistice; Return to Germany; New Adventures - Lettow Friekorps; Politics and Activism; German Inflation and
Financial Ruin; Anti-Nazi Activist; Memorials; The Final Years; Epilog.

Every attempt has been made, through
extensive research, to accurately depict the
times, places and events influencing
Vorbeck’s life. Materials used for the exhibit
include, wherever possible, period items
representing postal history or other philatelic
items, post cards, photographs or images and
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