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Map of Japan showing Kii Peninsula and
Kumano Kodo
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This was a National Geographic Society trip. They
provided all the logistics (travel, housing, food),
and guides. All excellent.



On the Trail




*Head Guide- Yuki-san

*Excellent English
*Knowledgeable

*Always smiling and laughing
*Energetic

*Patient and helpful

*Avid hiker

*How old? She wouldn’t say

“Little Mother Yuki”
THE PERFECT GUIDE!
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“Mileposts” every

500 meters




Stamp box, a.k.a. viper
box, contains stamp
signifying “you were
there”..




Susan R. hiked the Camino de Santiago




Stamps from
the stamp
boxes on the
trail. Note the
golden stamp
from one of the

major shrines.
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The Mountain Monk
Guest Guide
Excellent English
Great joker

Practitioner of ancient

syncretic Shinto-
Buddhism
















Tea house on the trail






legged raven: symbol of the

The three

Kumano Kodo




Distance (km) o ~14
, Time (hr) 1 6~8
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Tsugizakura-oji~Hosshi
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Note very
steep 300
meter ascent
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Boat trip

























More “Oji” or little

shrines
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Famous Gyuba-doji statue of Boy-Emperor Kazan,
who rode a cow and a horse on the first Emperor
pilgrimage a thousand years ago. The Gyuba-doji
has become a symbol of the Kumano Kodo.
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The Nachi Waterfall is
considered a Deity in
its own right.
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Housing and Food




Marriott
, 7 Osaka
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Window view Osaka hotel










Morning window view from
mountain ryokan
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Clitf-top hotel room

ry



Window view from cliff-top hotel




Looking the other way
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The whole
group- 11
Americans,
¥ in the Zen
.4, Temple with
< the Zen

_ Master
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This guy is really
getting into it
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Yuki san
and
Hiroshi
san: best
guides
ever
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The End (of the
Travelogue)




Establishing the identity of Japanese
coins and stamps
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*
l Three languages use characters
¥ :
instead of an alphabet: <
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean.
o To the untrained American eye %
they are hard to tell apart.
*

\




Chinese *

Chinese Hanji is made up mostly of dense,
Square characters. Some punctuation is used.
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Many circular and oval shapes and
straight lines. Full Western-style
punctuation.
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Chinese, Korean, and
Japanese: which one is
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In Japanese
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Symbol of the Emperor

Chrysanthemum




Definitives




Some of the o
National Parks

Series
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RIKUCHU KAIGAN NATIONAL PARK

1955




Souvenir Sheet on the occasion of
Prince Akihito’s wedding in 1959






The Real End




